been much discussed, and is evidently increasing 1” | 


fession. Mr. Garnett, for instance, in his recently pub- 


Weekly Journal 
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A CONFERENCE ON GLANDERS. 


lished “ Korecast for a new Veterinary Surgeon’s Act,” 


The President of the Board of Agriculture held a has included several proposals which he admits could 


conference with Local Authorities on Thursday 


not be carried out without a considerable increase in 


»j > {VQ 
last. As Lord Carrington had an importani politi- the income of the R.C.V.S., and advocates an annual 


cal engagement the Chair was taken by Sir Thomas 
Elliott, who in a short speech clearly indicated the 


registration fee as the means of obtaining that increase, 
This week we print some utterances by Prof. Mettam 
in favour of the projected “tax”; while Sir John 


points on which the Board specially desired to hear | M'Fadyean, in a yet unpublished speech, also supported 
the opinions of Local Authorities. “Sir Thomas said | t!¢ imposition of an annual registration fee, and sug- 
that the Board was satisfied the time had arrived = sed ow we, the profession to ascertain what 
when something more must be done to control 1e general feeling in the matter really is. It is very 


glanders, and as the Treasury had declined to 


probable, therefore, that each member will soon be 
called upon to express an opinion on a scheme which, if 


advance any money it would be necessary to make — may fairly be expected to mark an epoch in 


a move without reliance upon any contribution from | the 


the taxes. 


uistory of our Body Corporate. 
Undoubtedly there are some of us who can ill afford 


The opinions expressed by the Local Authorities to make the payments ; but there is ‘every reason wh 
were certainly in favour of greater powers being even these should consent to the sacrifice. No one will 


given and exercised. All agreed that the in-con- 


tact animals must be looked after, and that mallein 
should be used to detect latent disease. All agreed 
also that the regulations should be general and 
uniform, so that neighbouring authorities should 
not adopt different methods. All agreed—not un- 
naturally—that the extra powers would entail extra 
cost, and claimed that some assistance should be 
given the Local Authorities by the Exchequer. 

Possibly Mr. Asquith may be convinced by the 
active protests of the local authorities, but this is 
not probable, and it seems that some addition to 
the local charges will result from any new order 
which may be issued. 

Whoever has to pay, we feel sure that a real 
economy will soon be apparent if a new Glanders 
Order comes into force with provision for the use 
of mallein on all * in-contacts.”” It was not stated 
that the recommendations of the Departmental 
Committee of 1899 would be embodied in a new 
order, but there is little doubt that that is the 
line of procedure that will be adopted. 

The Committee, it will be remembered, advised 
that slaughter of “ reactors’ should be paid for on 
a higher scale than for clinical cases, and this is the 
difficulty. Will local authorities willingly carry out 
regulations which for a time will double the cost 
of their action? For the first year or two the 
ratepayer will suffer, but not many years will pass 
before the disease is controlled and a heavy annual 
toll will cease. 


THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 


It is now some five or six years since certain Coanceil- 
men first vaguely suggested that the members of the 
profession should annually contribute to the funds of 
the R.C.V.S. The idea was not enthusiastically received, 
and dropped for a time—to be revived again by Major 
Butler, who brought it forward in April of last year with 


assert that onr present income, whieh—with considera- 
ble economy—just suffices for our existence, is really 
adequate to even our present needs. It becemes far 
more inadequate when we consider the growing influ- 
ence and importance of our profession, and the outlay 
which will be necessary if we are to reach, and maintain, 
the position we ought to occupy among learned bodies. 
As the means of raising the money required, only two 
alternatives to compulsory subscription by members have 
been proposed. The first is to increase the examination 
and registration fees of students, who already have to 
bear a far heavier expense before obtaining their 
diplomas than did most qualitied practitioners, This 
plan is open to very grave objections, and, at the best, 
would not yield the sum necessary. The only other 
alternative—a purely voluntary subscription by mem- 
bers—is manifestly quite unworkable. Our real choice, 
therefore, lies between consenting to compulsory taxa- 
tion, or renouncing the hope both of substantial finan- 
cial improvement, and the advantages it would bring. 
Some appeal to the profession, whether by cirenlar or 
election, will no doubt be made ; and each member will 
have a voice in deciding whether or not the fee shall be 
imposed, 

We should also recollect that, if it is imposed, each 
member shall have a voice regarding the disposal of the 
money. The Council will collect the funds and apply 
them —the profession will determine to what objects 
they are to be applied. 


PUNCTURE OF THE DIAPHRAGM AND 
STOMACH, SURVIVAL FOR NINE DAYS. 


Subject. --Brown Australian mare, aged, 14-3. 
May 6th, 8 am.—Admitted with a punctured 
wound on the off side of thorax, at the lower third 
of the intercostal space between the 7th and 8th 
ribs, diameter of half an inch, slight external hwmor- 
rhage ; the wound itself was semi-lunar in shape, 
forming a flap over the puncture. 
Cause.—Staked when going over a jump. 
Treatment._-Wound treated antiseptically, sutur- 


an important addition, viz., that the subscription should | od, and bandaged. Diet, laxative. 


not be voluntary, but made compulsory by Act of Par- 


May 7th.—(dematous swelling about nine inches 


liament. In this amended form, the proposal has since in circumference round wound. Temperature 


favour among the more influential members of the pro- 


101-4. Pulse and respirations normal. Feeding 


|well. Pressure bandage applied. 
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May 8th.—No change. 9th.—Swelling about 
wound disappeared. Temperature normal. Sutures 
removed from wound, and dry dressing applied. 

May 10th-12th.—Progressing favourably. 

May 13th.—Symptoms of spasmodic colic. Con- 
stantly looking around at off-side of chest. 

Treatment.—-Fomentations, opiates, enemas. 

May 14th.- Symptoms of peritonitis. Treat- 
ment: Internal antiseptics and opiates. 

May 15th.— Died at 4 a.m. 

P.M.—Localised patch of pleurisy at site of punc 
tured wound, about 10 inches in circumference. 

Puncture of diaphragm half an inch in diameter, 
at the lower third of the right portion, associated 
with a hemorrhagic zone. 

Puncture of an inch in diameter of the right half 
of the diaphragmatic surface of the stomach, more 
or less,central in position. 

Peritonitis, considerable amount of ingesta in 
abdominal cavity and omentum. Enteritis. 

Henry G. Aten, Lieut. A.V.C. 

Poona, India, May 24th. 


CLINICAL CASES. 
By J. H. Parker, Faringdon. 


Fatat Dystoxia In Cow. 


Was called in April last to a cow which could not 
calve. On making examination per vaginam I found 
what I at first took to be the water bladder, which 
was not ruptured. I attempted to rupture it with 
my thumb nail, but found it was much too tough 
for that. On making a further examination I could 
find it was covered with hair, but could not find any 
foetus Telling the owner we bad an unusual case 
to deal with, I got his permission to puncture the 
imaginary “water bladder” with a knife, when 
about two gallons of pink-coloured fluid escaped, 
which was distinctly blood stained. On making 
another examination I could find some bowels, and 
putting my hand further in could touch the inside 
of the spine of the calf. I then enlarged the open- 
ing and disembowelled the calf, after which I got a 
fore leg, and then the other and head into position, 
and delivered it without much trouble, and found 
that what I had taken to be the water bladder was 
a large umbilical hernia in the calf which had con- 
tained the pink coloured fluid and the bowels. 


HypDROCEPHALUS IN A FOAL. 


Was recently called in the middle of the night to 
a mare which was supposed to be “ griping.” Wher 
I got there the mare was straining and the “ water 
bladder ’’ presented, which presently broke and a 
tremendous lot of liquor amnis escaped. As noth- 
ing else came I examined the mare per vaginam and 
found an antero-vertebral presentation with the 
head retained. The mare was not due to foal for 
two months. I could feel the fore legs, and could 
just touch the back of the poll, the foetus was 
devoid of hair. After trying for almost an hour to 
get the head round without success, I put a rope 
round the neck and got the men to pull, which 


caused the rope to cut clean through the neck. By 
applying traction to the fore legs we delivered the 
body and limbs of the foal, but the head was still 
left. This gave us a great deal more room, and | 
was able to puncture the membrane covering the 
forehead with a knife, after which I broke down as 
much as possible of the plates of bone of the skull 
with my hands, and applying meat hooks to the 
orbits, got the head, which showed well marked 
hydrocephalus. The brain being imperfectly 
developed and semi-fluid. 


EVERSION OF THE WomB IN A Marg. 


On May 22nd a message was sent for me at 10 
a.m. to attend a mare which had “ put the bag out.” 
I did not get home until 1] p.m., when I found the 
mare in a field with the whole of the uterus out and 
the foetal membranes attached. The mare was in 
rather poor condition, aged, and had been a polo 
pony. After removing the foetal membranes we 
washed the womb with a solution of Jeyes’ fluid, 
got a large towel and twisted it tightly round the 
womb, which squeezed out a lot of fluid. The mare 
now got up and we placed her head and fore legs 
in the furrow and her hind legs on the ridge. I got 
a man on each side to hold the womb up,as high as 
possible and gradually replaced it, which was not 
much trouble. Not having a clam I inserted three 
interrupted sutures in the lips of the vulva. By 
means of a rick sheet and some poles we made a 
tent over the mare, and kept her standing for two 
days with the hind legs slightly elevated. She 
never showed any symptoms of illness, fed well, and 
had plenty of milk for her coit. She showed symp- 
toms of cestrum at the ninth day, and to-day she is 
out at grass with her colt and apparently as well as 
ever she was in her life. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
OF IRELAND. 


A general meeting took place at the Dolphin Hotel, 
Essex Street, Dublin, on Wednesday, 22nd May, at 6 
o’clock p.m. The following members were present : The 
President, Prof. Mettam, in the chair, Messrs. .James 
M‘ Kenny, hon. sec., M. Hedley, hon. treas., Professors 
G. H. Wooldridge, J. J. O'Connor, Messrs. P. J. Howard, 
Wm. Cargill Patrick, J. Holland, Chas. Allen, and Col. 
Chas. Steel. 

The following apologised for non-attendance : Messrs. 
J. H.'‘H. Peard, E. Wallis Hoare, J. F. Hayes, T 
M‘Guinness, J. A. Thompson, J. D. Whitty, R. B. Free- 
man, Walter Russell, W. B. Devine, J. H. Jones, G. b. 
Miller, J. H. Norris, Finlay Kerr, C. J. Clibborn, W. H. 
Harvey, J. D. Richardson, J. A. Hewson, W. Hannan, 
W. E. Elkins, W. H. Bradley, R. T. Huston, A C. 
Duncan, R. H. Holmes, P. D. Reavy, R. D. Dove, R. D. 
Flannery, Arthur Dobbyn, J. J. Vahey, A. F. Walshe, 
J. Mark, G. H. L. Jarratt, W. Chambers, M. Pureell, W. 
A. Byrne, and J. J. Kelly. 

It was proposed by Mr. Hedley, and seconded by 
Prof. Wooldridge, and resolved : “That the minutes of 
the last general meeting be taken as read, as each met 
ber had already received a printed copy of same.” 


Report oF CoUNCIL. 
Mr. President and Gentlemen,—On the subject of 


prevention of cruelty to animals, since our last meeting 


- the following correspondence has taken place :— 
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The Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland 
116, Stephens Green, Dublin ; 
_ 15th February, 1907,” 

Dear Sir,—I am instructed by the Council of the 
Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland to inform you 
that the veterinary profession in Dublin feel that in 
many cases persons are wrongly prosecuted, and some- 
times severely fined for committing acts supposed by 
—— to be breaches of the Cruelty to Animals 

ct. 

The members of the above Association suggest that in 
future cases of cruelty to animals, or supposed ernelty 
be submitted toa member of the veterinary profession 
previous to the accused being summoned, in order that 
there shall be no further conflict between professional 
evidence and that of the police in the event of a prose- 
cution. 

I am instructed to remark that the suggested system 
has proved most satisfactory in London. — 

An example may be given :—A recent case occurred 
where the prosecuting constable gave clear and definite 
evidence to the following effect, “That the horse in 
question had a large raw sore on its shoulder and the 
cullar was pressing on it, and in this state the horse was 
compelled to work.” The constable also, on cross-exam- 
ination, stated he had very little knowledge of the sub- 
ject, there was no blood on the collar, and the raw sore 
might be a patch of skin denuded of bvir, and covered 
with a film of healing matter. A veterinary surgeon ap- 

ared for the defendant, and the horse was also exam- 
ined by six other veterinary surgeons, who gave the fol- 
lowing certificate :—-‘‘ We, the undersigned, at the re- 


quest of Mr. ——, have examined a brown gelding, the 
property of Messrs. ---—, as to the presence of a small 


abrasion on the right shoulder. We find the same 
abrasion to be less than three quarters of an inch in 
diameter and covered by an old scab. In our opinion it 
is not cruel to work the horse, nor was it an act of 
cruelty to work it on the previous day.” 

Of course, as the magistrate stated, “on this over- 
whelming evidence the case must be dismissed.” 

Such occurrences do not reflect credit, but on the con- 
trary act prejudicially against a force which is acknow- 
ledged to be one of the tinest in the world as regards 
organisation, discipline, and intelligence. 

We feel confident that you will give your kind atten- 
tion to this matter.— Yours faithfully, 

* (Signed) Jas. M‘KenNy, Hon. Sec. 

Sir John Ross of Bladensburg, 

Chief Commissioner of Police, Dublin Castle. 


Dublin Castle, 
26th day of February, 1907. 
Sir,—-Referring to your letter of the 15th inst., I am 
directed by the Chief Commissioner of Police to state 
that under an arrangement with the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the veterinary surgeon 
of the Society assists the Police in cases likely to be 
difficult or contentious, but in wa it is found that 
is services are seldom required. ; 
The case to which you refer cannot be traced in the 
records of this Department.— Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. M. GoLpsMirH, Sec. 


116 Stephens Green, Dublin, 
6th March, 1907. 

Dear Sir,—-In reply to your letter of the 26th ultimo 
(1250/07) I respect ully refer you to the case of the King 
v. Messrs. Thompson, Thomas Street, Dublin, tried at 
Kingstown on the 13th December, 1906. 

The Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland are of 
opinion that the case is a typical one, and_ specifically 
sets forth the advisability of the adoption of the sugges- 


tions they submitted to you in my letter of the 15th 
February, 1907. 


_We sincerely hope that the Commissioner will con- 
sider the case and agree with us as to the expediency of 
carrying out the suggestions. Yours faithful . 

(Signed) Jas. M‘Kenny, Hen. Sec. 


Dublin Castle, 
7 13th day of March. 
Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 6th inst, | 
am directed by the Chief Commissioner of Police to 
state that he was under the impression that the case re- 
ferred to had been of recent occurrence, and having 
seen particulars of it, he does not think there is any 
reason why he should add anything to the letter address- 
ed to you on the 26th ult. Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. M. Goupsmrrn, See. 


Your Council recommend that the Chief Commissioner 
of Police be asked to receive a deputation from the Asso- 
ciation re this subject. 

in reference to the Armagh Urban District Council 
- 1907, we submit to you the fullowing correspon- 

ence :— 


The Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland, 
116, Stephens Green, Dublin, 
22nd February, 1907. 

Dear Sir,—Ata Council meeting of the above Associa- 
tion held on the 11th inst., | was instructed to forward 
to you the Armagh Urban District Council! Bill (1907) 
and to inform you, that in the opinion of the Council 
of the Veterinary Medical Association of Lreland, the 
Armagh Urban District Council Bill of 1907 appears to 
be such as might meet with the general approval of the 
veterinary profession, but feels that it would be more 
acceptable if in the clause relating to the detinition of 
“terms” the term “properly qualified veterinary sur- 
geon ” should be detined as a member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Hoping that the matter will receive the careful con- 
sideration of your Council.— Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Jas. M‘Kenny, M.R.C.V.S., Hon. See. 

The Secretary, R.C.V.S., 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 
April 12th, 1907. ; 

Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 22nd February was laid 
before a meeting of the Parliamentary Committee held 
on the 4th inst. 

[am instructed to inform you that the matter has 
already had the serious consideration of the Committee 
and that in reply to representations the Armagh Urban 
District to | have agreed to insert Lord Onslow’s 
amendments to the milk clauses, but have refused to 
comply with our request for a definition clause for veteri- 
nary surgeon.—-Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Frep. BULLOCK, See. 

Jas. M‘Kenny, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 


116 Stephens Green, Dublin. 
19th April, 1907, 

Dear Sir,——Your letter of the 12th inst., was submitted 
to the Council of the Veterinary Medical Association of 
Ireland at its meeting held on the 18th inst., and the 
following resolution was unanimously ado ited, viz, 
“ We, the Council of the Veterinary Medica _Associa- 
tion of Ireland, consider that the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons should take steps to obtain the 
reasonable request that the title Veterinary Surgeon 
should be properly detined in the referred to Act, viz., 
That a Veterinary Surgeon shall mean a Member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.—- Yours 


aithfully, 
Signed) James M‘Kenny, M.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. 
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10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 
April 26th, 1907. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th inst. which shall be duly brought before 
my Parliamentary Committee at its next meeting. I 
may state, however, that the question as to a definition 
clause being inserted in all bills is, and has been for 
some time past under the consideration of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee.— Yours faithfully, 

Frep BuLwock, Secretary. 


A letter was received from a member of the Associa- 
tion in which it was stated that an ex-coachman was 
practising asa qualified veterinary surgeon, and received 
a fee of 10/- for performing professional duties, but as 
the man’s name or address was not given we wrote asking 
for further particulars. We now request that in all cases 
of complaints that the fullest possible information be 
sent to our Secretary, otherwise much time will be lost 
in effectually dealing with such matters, and frequently 
offenders if promptly dealt with would become amenable 
to punishment, ultimately escape through delay in 
taking immediate active steps. 

Re Inspectors of Meat, etc. The following circular 
was received :— 


The Royal Sanitary Institute, 
argaret Street, London, W. 
February 12th, 1907. 

Dear Sir,---As no doubt you are aware the question of 
meat and food inspection in this country has been 
prominently brought forward lately, and as a Member 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, I think 
you will be interested in the enclosed particulars of the 
examination arranged by the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
the syllabus of which has been approved by the Local 
Government Board. 

Membership of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons is accepted as sufficient for the coe for 
entry to the examination.— Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) E WatLIs, Secretary. 


In reference to this letter, your Council wrote to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons as 
follows :— 

116 Stephens Green, Dublin. 
Ist May, 1907. 

Dear Sir,—-At a meeting of the Council of the Veteri- 
Medical Association of Ireland, a communication was 
read from the Royal Sanitary Institute relating to the 
examination of Inspectors of meat and other foods, and 
setting forth a syllabus of subjects. 

This Association feels that the position which is gradu- 
ally being assumed by this body is one which is opposed 
to the best interests of the Members of the Royal Gollewe 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and it is appearing before the 
me se public asa body granting a superior diploma, 

ring on veterinary sanitary science to that of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and offers special 
facilities tor Members of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons to take the Royal Sanitary Institute’s 
Diploma, as shown in the last paragraph of the accom- 
nying circular letter, dated February 12th, 1907, viz. : 
‘Membership of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons is accepted as sufficient for the requirements for 
entry to the examination.” 

The Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland desire 
to impress upon the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons the necessity of either making it more definitely 
understood that the Membership of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons carries with it a Diploma of 
Veterinary Public Health, or to institute a new series of 
examinations which will bear a distinct Veterinary 
Public Health stamp upon the face of a special diploma. 

This latter method would require for old graduates a 


post-graduate course and examination, or a special 
examination at the time of passing for the M.R.C.V\S. 
—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Jas. M‘Kenny, M.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. 


This communication has been acknowledged. 
We are informed that the Sanitary Institute will meet 
this year in Dublin, but we have not received any direct 


communication from it. 
Jas. M‘Kenny, Hon. Sec. 


Prof. Metram said that arising out of the Council 
report there was a matter he would like specially to 
refer to. He himself had written to the Royal Sanitary 
Institute and asked them what they were going to do as 
regards making arrangements for a Veterinary Section 
at their Dublin meeting ; and he pointed out that he 
wrote in his capacity as President of the Veterinary 
Medical Association of Ireland, a delegate to the meet- 
ing of the National Veterinary Association, as well as 
Principal of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland. 

They stated that there were Sections for Architecture 
and Engineering, and Preventive Medicine, Chemistry, 
and Bacteriology would be discussed, but there was no 
special Section for Veterinary Science. Hesent on 
their reply to 7’he Veterinary Record with some obser- 
vations of his own, but he expected they could not do 
anything in the matter. So far as their Association 
was concerned they would simply have to ignore the 
meeting. 

Last year at Bristol there was a Veterinary Section, 
and Mr. Dunstan was invited to read a paper on Anthrax, 
there was also a Section at Glasgow at which he him- 
self was asked to read a paper, also Mr. Woodrufte. 
This year they simply ignored the veterinary profession, 
and his letter to 7'hz Veterinary Record was a protest 
against the action of the Sanitary Institute. 

Mr. M‘Kenny thought they should pass a _ resolution 
and send it forward from the Association calling on the 
Sanitary Institute for some explanation as to why they 
had treated the veterinary profession in such a contn- 
macious manner. 

Mr. HowarD was of opinion that they were taking 
took much notice of the matter altogether. The sooner 
they asserted themselves outside the sanitary bodies the 
better. He thought the time had come when their pro- 
fession should make a move on their own account to 
organise a large meeting at which papers would be read 
and discussed, and the medical profession might be 
invited to co-operate. He was certain there would be 
plenty of support for such a movement. 

Mr. M‘Kenny said they ought to arrange for a large 
meeting of veterinarians alone and have papers written 
on sanitary subjects: they could invite the medical 
authorities to come and help them to discuss the various 
matters dealt with. That would doa great deal to 
arouse the country at large and would act as a set off 
against the attitude of the Sanitary Institute in treating 
them in sucha discourteous manner. One would imayine 
they could get on without them (the veterinarians), 
whereas as a matter of fact they cannot. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE recommended them to support the 
Royal Institute of Public Health and boycott the Sani- 
tary Institute. 

Mr. Howarp said the R.I.P.H. wanted to get a 
“kick ” from their profession as well as the other ; as 
their treatment of them was simply scandalous—it was 
at Cork, anyhow. The medical profession were really 
up to the present the principal promoters of the two 
institutions mentioned, and why not the veterinary pro- 
fession? They ought to have as much interest in their 
work, particularly when one considered how much the 

uestion of live stock was involved in it. He certainly 
thought they should get the necessary support to 
organise an important meeting. 
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Mr. HOLLAND wanted to know what 
to gain by it. 

Prof. Mrrram said the Sanitary Institute, for in- 
stance, had gone the length of granting a certificate to 
all and sundry who cared to pass its examination ; and 
they speak in such a way as if they look upon veteri- 
nary surgeons as having some training or other—but 
still they must sit for their examination: and some of 
the local bodies require this extra certificate. It looked 
to him like trespassing on their preserves, and they 
should assert themselves: they should get their fuot in 
and assert their right independently of any other 
Institute, and require that due recognition should be 
- secured for the veterinary profession. 


they hoped to 


Prof. Mettam re-read the letter of Feb. 12th with 
reference to the Institute’s examinations (See ante). 


Any veterinary surgeon—a veterinary inspector for 
example—wanting their certificate would have to go in 
for that examination just the same as any layman. He 
proposed that a resolution on the following lines (as an 
excerpt from their proceedings on this occasion) should 
be sent on to the Sanitary Institute : 


“Tt was reported that the Royal Sanitary Institute is to 
hold their Annual Congress this year at the end of June 
in Dublin. 

The Association was also reminded that at Bristol 
and Glasgow where the Institute held annual meetings, 
Veterinary Sections were arranged whereat veterinary 
subjects bearing on the public health and maiters of 
interest to the Royal Sanitary Institute conld be dis- 
cussed. Reference was also made to the highly successful 
and very largely attended Veterinary Section of the 
Royal Institute of Public Health in 1898. 

It appears that at the Royal Sanitary Institute’s 
Dublin Congress the veterinary profession has been 
entirely ignored, as the usual arrangements for a Veteri- 
nary Section have been omitted. 

The members of the veterinary profession in Ireland 
express surprise at the treatment thus meted out to 
them, and desire to place on record a strong protest 
against such action on the part of those concerned and 
connected with the Royal Sanitary Institute, and con- 
sider that some explanation is due to a profession which 
has for so long a period done so much both to forward 
the well being of the public health generally and of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute in particular.” ; 

Prof. O‘'ConNor wished to know if they dealt with 
the question of meat inspection without having a 
Veterinary Section. If so it seemed to him to be a 
rather anomalous cordition of affairs. 

Mr. M‘Kenny thought they would be able to assist 
greatly in the discnssion of that and similar questions 
connected with their profession if called npon: the 
medical men were invited to co-operate and why not 
veterinary practitioners. 

Finally, it was unanimously agreed upon that a 
strongly worded protest should be sent calling atten- 
tion to the manner in which the claims of their profes 
sion were being overlooked in the matter under dis- 
cussion. 


Re DeputatTion To Sir Joun Ross, OF BLADENSBURG. 


Prof. Mertam said with reference to the hearing of 
cases brought forward for cases of cruelty to animals he 
thought that for the protection of all concerned the 
police authorities should be urged to instruct their 
officers to get veterinary advice before proceeding to a 
prosecution. It was on those lines that they wished to 


meet Sir John Ross (Chief Commissioner Dublin Metro- 
politan Police) and lay their case before him sv as to 
secure if possible that the police would seek the assis: 


tance of the nearest veterinary surgeon before going 
on with these cases of proseention for cruelty to animals. 


It was suggested the following should form the depu- 
tation : the President, Secretary, and Treasurer of the 
Association. To these were added the names of Messrs, 
Allen and Lambert. 

This was unanimously agreed to, 

Mr. HEDLEY moved, and Prof. O'Connor seconded, 
that the report of Council be accepted and printed with 
the usual minutes. —Carried., 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Prof. Merram, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—My first duty is to thank you for the 
honour you have conferred upon me by choosing me 
as your president for the current year. [ need scarcely 
say that I am very sensible of the honour you have 
done me, and that I hope that while [ oceupy the chair 
I may leave no stone unturned to further the interests 
of the profession. 

In a presidential address it is usual to refer to topies 
that are uppermost on the professional horizon, and | 
have no desire to depart from the usual course and to 
strike out a new line. | do not expect that what I have 
to say will be startling or new. I have no desire to out- 
line a new policy—I leave that to others, but I think 
there are certain questions affecting the body politic 
which can well be ventilated. 

I propose then tu discuss several of these questions in 
this address, and first I will touch upon the question of 
representation in Parliament, a question which has 
received the consideration of a large body of the pro- 
fession. Now I first ask myself what is the object 
of having direct representation? It is, I believe, that 
we may approach the representative upon any question 
which touches the profession or which directly or in- 
directly affects a portion of the profession. Potias, 
the member could give an expert opinion—I am con- 
sidering the case where the representative is a member 
of the profession— in all bills or questions affecting stock - 
disease, transit, ete. He would of course make himself 
au fait with all the bills bearing upon the administra- 
tion of the various Acts relating to public health in its 
widest sense, promulgated by local authorities, and would 
insist on all occasions that full advantage should be 
taken by the local authorities of the knowledge of the 
profession. In other words he would see that the 
veterinary profession was employed to do veterinary 
work and to give an opinion upon questions proper to 
veterinary science. 

| now ask myself if this cannot be done by other 
members of Parliament if they are coached by the mem- 
bers of the profession residing in their constituencies, 
Cannot each member of the profession approach his 
member and ask him to pay particular attention to this 
or that question? Of course he can, but is it not a fact 
that we are a small profession, that our numbers in any 
constituency are few that the member is independent of 
our support or opposition, and that there may be greater 
and other interests to prevent him from supporting the 
profession. It is scarcely likely, though there are ex- 
ceptions, that the Metropolitan members will pay par- 
ticular attention to questions of importance to provincial 
and agricultural districts. It is undoubted that he will 
be especially interested in questions directly affecting 
the majority of his constitnents —and no wonder, Then 
as to the country members they are likely to assist when 
the interests of the argricultnrist and of the veterinary 
profession run in parallel lines, but if they should clash, 
well then the veterinary profession would have to seek 
help elsewhere. I do not think however that the interests 
of the agriculturists and the veterinarian would be likely 
to clash : indeed I think that the interests of both are 
practically the same, but it is well that we should con- 
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sider every possibility and eventuality, and especially 
where we may find our champion’s efforts directed in 
other ways than our own. 

If we wish to have representation which we can con- 
trol we must have direct representation, such as the 
various trades unions have, and if we have such 
representation we must be prepared to pay for it. The 
question of ways and means 1s always an obstacle, and 
in some cases insurmountable, but is this question so 
with us? I leave the financial aspect to be dealt with by 
others, but I think we should eed little difficulty in 
getting a suitable representative member—for an agri- 
cultural constituency preferably—who could easily 
look after the interests of his constituents and also of 
the profession he directly represents. “We cannot at 
present unfortunately, as the medical profession, get a 
member of the profession to sit as the representative of 
a University, nor are there in the profession a sufficient 
number of monied men who will contest elections un- 
aided and “off their own bat,” but I think we might 
try and link our interests with the agriculturist, and in 
this way obtain directly the ear of the House. Uf course 
I make no reference to politics, I am aware that whe- 
ever stood would have to nail his colours to the mast, 
but that is quite a secondary matter—our object is to 
get a man in, and having done so bis views upon im- 

ria! politics are his own, we may rest satisfied with 

is opinions and votes. 

The next point I would refer to is the annua! registra- 
tion fee proposed to be levied upon the profession. As 
a member of council, or perhaps I should say as a 
hoped-to-be re-elected member, 1 know how careful the 
finances have to be controlled that there shall be no 
deficit at the end of the financial year, and I, as an in- 
dividual, would be glad to learn of some means whereby 
an assured income could be guaranteed. At the present 
moment, save for the interest upon invested money, the 
outcome of the parsimony of the Council in the past, 
the income of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
is solely from students’ fees. The members of the 
College, save those who proceed to the Fellowship, do 
not assist in any way to support the College. The 
Council could do more to further the interests of the 
profession, to safeguard the interests of the individual, 
and to foster veterinary science if it were not hampered 
for lack of funds. The problem is where are the funds 
tocome from? It is suggested that the student should 
be further bled—or rather the parent of the student— 
and that the registration fee jell» be sensibly increased. 
I do not care for this suggestion. In the first place the 
income would fluctuate considerably, and in the second 
place I do not think registration and fellowship fees 
should be reckoned as income, but should be paid into 
a special fund the interest upon which could be utilised 
for some special purpose to be afterwards determined. 

I think it is fair and just that inasmuch as the mem- 
bers of the College look to the College for protection 
from unfair competition, for the safeguarding of their 
interests, and for many another thing that the Registra- 
tion Committee deals with, I think it only fair and just 
that the profession should pay and pay ungrudgingly. At 
the present time the money spent for the protection of 
the interests of the profession comes from the fees of 
students who are not, and many of whom never will be 
members of the profession. It seems passing strange 
that those for whom the money is spent make no con- 
tribution to the funds. It has been suggested that a 
voluntary subscription would meet all requirements. I 
can understand how enthusiastic such a proposal would 
be the first year ; how the number of subscribers would 
fall away during the second ; what murmnrings there 
would be in the third—and in the fourth that the ex- 
penses of collection would not be covered. I do not 
think that it would be dignified for a profession such as 
ours to “send round the hat” in the way suggested. If a 


yearly tax is Fe ge then let it be one capable of 
being enforced and that should be collected automatically 
by members being compelled tu pay it during the first 
two months or so of the year. Ina few years after the 
novelty had worn eff no one would object to pay what 
he had come to consider as a renewal of his license to 
practise. During the present position of the income tax 
I may be considered bold in advocating another burden 
to the already heavily taxed householder, but if assist- 
ance is needed by the Council then members of the pro- 
fession must do their duty, and if a tax I prefer that it 
should be made a compulsory and not an optional one. 

Municipalities and other bodies are at length awaken- 
ing to the fact that the veterinary surgeon may be a 
very valuable assistant in several directions, more par- 
ticularly relating to public health. It is now being 
recognised that the duties of the medical officer of health 
are more and more administrative, and that he should 
be assisted in different departments by skilled workers 
who have had special instruction on particular lines. It 
may be taken for granted then, an opinion upon the 
health of stock, the management and surroundings of 
such stock, the condition of carcasses offered for food, 
etc., should be obtained from one whose training has 
been directly in reference to these subjects. The veter 
inary surgeon has been trained as an expert upon all 
questions relating to the health of stock-—to pathology 
and bacteriology of diseases affecting the domestic 
animals, and | think I may claim that as a student pre- 
paring for a license to practise a profession he has had 
a more thorough grounding in comparative medicine 
and pathology than any other student. Every veterin- 
ary student is now taught fully upon the disease com- 
municable from animals to man, and his knowledge 
bridges over a serious gap which has existed too long in 
human medicine. The knowledge now possessed by the 
veterinarian is of such acharacter that it is a most valn- 
able asset and worth securing by the local authorities 
for the prevention and spread of disease from the lower 
animals to man. 

I am glad to observe that advantage is now being 
taken by several local authorities of the services of 
veterinary surgeons, and trust that in the future a 
greater demand will arise. This greater demand will 
arise if public health committees and others are alive to 
their duties to the general public. That the public will 
require from their representatives the utmost safeguard- 
ing of its interests is, I think, a sign of the times, and 
this has been observed by different bodies—the Royal 
Institute of Public Health and the Royal Sanitary In- 
stitute. These bodies have instituted examinations and 
are granting certificates to those who have p:ssed the 
examinations, and they have obtained in addition the 
approval of the Local Government Board of the syllabus 
of their examinations. Recently we saw that as an 
additional qualification to the membership of the Col- 
lege candidates for an appointment were asked to pro- 
duce a certificate of having passed a supplemental 
examination granted by, to us, an ontside body. Now! 
am not one who believes that the diploma of Member- 
ship of the Royal College is a sufficient guarantee that 
the holder is competent to fill any post whatsvever. | 
am strongly of opinion that the more qualifications one 
has the better and the wider is one’s sphere of useful- 
ness. Knowledge—I do not say efticieney—is obtained 
by extended study, and the possession of extra certifi: 
cates is a criterion of greater knowledge. The more 
knowledge we can bring to bear upon our daily work 
the more efficient we are certain to become—-the more 
valuable shall we be as public servants. It does appear 
to me to be an anomaly that a veterinary surgeon who 
desires a special qualification in subjects related to his 
professional work but not included in the curriculum of 


the Royal College shall be required to go outside his 
profession for such qualification. The medical man, 00 
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matter what his qualifications, no matter what degree 
he has, does not consider it beneath his dignity to obtain 
a diploma in Public Health if he wishes to devote his 
energies to public health work. It must be remembered 
that the object of every medical student is to obtain a 
license to practice. This comes through passing exam 
inations of a University or College. Some may say that 
the M.B. degree is better than the M.R.G.S.and L.R.C.P. 
qualification ; others maintain the opposite ; but every 
one recognises that one or other, after fulfilling the 
due requirements of the law, is a mere license to prac- 
tice. ‘The M.B. or M.D. or F.R.CLP. if he desires or 
aspires to become a medical officer of health proceeds to 
obtain the Dipioma in Public Health, as he knows this is 
a special qualification and one directly bearing upon the 
subjects of immediate interest. The possession of the 
diploma is recognised as a special qualification on the 
subjects included under public health. 
ow it is not considered ‘nfra diy. or at all detract 

ing from the medical degrees, for Universities who give 
degrees in medicine to also award special degrees or 
diplomas in public health. Candidates for the diploma 
or degree must be qualified practitioners of medicine, no 
one else can sit for the examinations or can receive the 
degree or be awarded the diploma. Why will the Coun- 
cil of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons not fol- 
low the lead of the Universities and Medical Corpora- 
tions and give a diploma in veterinary sanitary science / 
As I have said above it is preposterous to imagine that 
the diploma of membership can be taken as including 
everything. The Council have already admitted that 
the membership diploma is not so good as it might 
be, and that the examinations might be of a higher 
standard. This is the only inference to be drawn from 
the position assumed by the majority of the Council 
upon the ordinance relating to veterinary degrees of the 
University of Edinburgh. Opposition to this ordinance 
was made because the requirements of the University 
were nct superior to those of the Royal College! But 
I don’t wish to dwell upon this, | desire rather to point 
out that a mere licensing qualification, good as it may 
be, cannot be utilised as a guarantee of special know- 
ledge and qualification, and that in order to support oar 
own members we must grant a diploma which will be a 
certificate of special qualification in subjects not inclu- 
ded in the diploma of Membership. The Fellowship is 
not sufticient. At the present time it is merely an 
examination on a supposed higher s.andard of certain 
subjects of the curriculum for the diploma of Member- 
ship with the addition of a thesis—the value of which is 
doubtful—especially as an original effort. The diploma 
which I would like to see granted would include not 
only subjects of the present curriculum extended and 
applied directly to public health problems, but in addi- 
tion others with which a candidate for an appointment 
as an inspector under Public Health and Diseases of 
Animals Acts should be perfectly familiar. As an 
instance [ refer especially to various Acts and Orders In 
Council as well as a more extended knowledge of the 
cause and prevention of contagious and infectious 
diseases. I would add also a certain amount of chemis- 
try, especially analytical work. 

T henn the Council of the Royal College will consider 
this question with the object of conserving the interests 
of its members, keeping them in closer touch with the 
College, and providing them with all that is necessary 
from the resources of their own alma mater. It does 
not seem to me to be quite the thing that members of 
the Royal College should be compelled to go to outside 
bodies to obtain a diploma which certain members con 
sider indispensible to their preferment. The medical 
profession, rather than drive members of their profession 
to obtain an outside diploma, instituted one themselves 
the Diplomaof Public Health (D.P.H.)and we must do the 
same. It does not add to thedignity of our profession that 


the additional certificate sought by some is one which can 
be obtained by a layman who may Occupy a very subor- 
dinate position in the same corporation, and yet be able 
to claim that his special qualification is of the same 
nature as that possessed by the veterinary surgeon. If 
the Royal College will not take this question into con- 
sideration then it is one which sooner or later must be 
taken up by the teaching schools, 

The questions to which | have previously referred are 
more or less purely professional, but there is another 
which is not only professional but also public. I refer 
to the inspection of animals producing milk for haman 
consumption, It is a well known fact that the milk 
produced by cows in a city is only a fraction of that 
consumed— that the greater part is produced by cows in 
the country and sent into the city. The cows in the 
city may be under the more or less close supervision of 
the veterinary inspector ; the cows in the country have 
no supervision at «ll. 1 need not remind you that milk 
may be produced by cows whose udders are diseased and 
the milk from which is capable of producing disease 
inman, Milk is also an admirable vehicle for the dis- 
semination of disease, the virus gaining admittance to 
the unk after it has left theeow. The milk may be per- 
fectly wholesome when it leaves the cow but may be- 
come contaminated in « hundred different ways during 
its course from cow to consumer. In other words, not 
ouly may the cow be at fault but also the utensils and 
general surroundings, the people handling the milk, ete. 
It is not sufficient to make an examination of the wilk 
on receipt at the station depét oreven at the distributing 
centre. This is a very unsatisfactory proceeding, as be- 
fore the milk can be condemned days may elapse, ocen- 
pied by the examination, yet the milk may still be dis- 
tributed. Examination of stock, and supervision of 
those in contact and utensils employed may prevent the 
contaminated milk getting into cirenlation. The milk 
must be controlled in all its stages from cow to consumer, 
The stables or byres should be licensed, the cows 
registered, and all be open to inspection at suitable 
times. Visits should be made when deemed necessary 
by the public health officials, the cows examined by the 
veterinary officer, the surroundings, utensils, conditions 
during transit ete. by the sanitary inspector. People in 
contact should, when suffering even from apparently 
trivial ailments, be examined medically to discover any 
disease which might possibly be conveyed to others by 
the milk. It should be encumbent upon the proprietor 
of a herd supplying milk to the public to report not 
only illness in his herd but also of those in his employ- 
ment, and in their families. [If the authorities desire 
to protect the health of the citizens and to 
protect what is after all the chief asset of the 
state, the happiness and well being of the citizens, 
then no effort must be left undone to ward off and 
check the incidence of disease. In this connection I 
maintain the most valuable assistance can be given by 
the veterinarian and every public body should have the 
services of a fully qualified veterinary surgeon--not 
necessarily giving all his time to the authority, though 
that is desirable, but ready to render his opinion when- 
ve uired to do so. P 
“it per not be impossible for the Public Health 
Departments of our large corporations to keep a register 
of all the farms, byres, ete., where cows are kept to pro- 
duce milk for their own particular city, and to require 
from time to time a report as to the health of the cows 
supplying the milk. The certificate could be — 
by a local veterinary surgeon, since the farm might be 
a hundred miles or more from the city recelving the milk. 
In the same way for a fee the medical efficer of the dis- 
trict could give a certificate as to the conditions included 
in his own special province, and the two — ba 2 
ing together could cnsure a wholesome ml 
from that particular farm. | do not believe that the 
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cost would be out of proportion to the value received, 
but this [ do contend—that a wholesome supply of milk 
being guaranteed much disease would be checked, to the 
advantage and increased comfort of the city populations. 
I have mentioned this in order to show how the services 
of the country practitioner could be utilised by cities 
far away, and how that outbreaks of milk-borne disease 
of bovine origin would never arise because the fous et 
origo of such would be under the vigilant eye of a 
trained professional man, and the cause never allowed to 
operate. It is only on lines such as I have indicated 
that the milk supply can ever be hoped to be placed on 
a satisfactory basis. If disease spread by milk is to be 
eradicated it must be by insisting upon the source of the 
milk being above suspicion, and the persons handling it 
and the receptacles storing it being scrupulously clean. 
If the milk is pure and there is no contamination then it 
will remain wholesome under the usual conditions. If 
it is good and the surroundings bad it will sooner or 
ater be contaminated and become unfit for food. In the 
same way if the milk is bad at the beginning when 
derived from the cow, no matter how carefully it is 
handled and how good the surroundings, it cannot be 
made wholesome and innocuous. All factors must be 
taken into account and everything done to obtain the 
best results. 

Ido not wish to detain you any longer. I again desire 
to say how indebted to you 1 am for your kind indul- 
gence and generosity in placing me in this chair. I am 
anxious to do what [ can for my profession, and hope 
that its interests will not sutfer while I have the honour 
to hold the position to which you have elected me. 1 
hope the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland 
will flourish, and I have little doubt that it will con- 
tinue to do so whilst we possess so good a Council, so 
business-like a Treasurer, and so resourceful and ener- 
getic a Secretary. For when all is said and done, the 
success of a Society is mainly due to the energy of its 
secretary and treasurer backed up by a good Council. 
The President is a figurehead, a kind of Jack-in-the-box 
who is in evidence at one time, sooner or later to dis- 


a r. 

Pir. HEDLEY had no wish to discuss their President’s 
address, but still he considered it should not be allowed 
to pass to one side without making some observations 
upon it. One observation he desired to make was that 
it was an address which expressed very much the 
sentiments which he (Mr. Hedley) held upon the subjects 
brought under notice—in fact he would almost think 
that some of the nc had been written by him- 
self ; and they closely expressed the true deductions 
that a professional mind should have drawn in connec- 
tion withsome of the points referred to. One point 
he was thinking of specially was that which related to 
the obtaining of a diploma of Veterinary Public Health. 
He felt strongly on that point, and his views were not 
exceptional ; the majority of the members of their 
Council agree that something should be done at an 
early date to follow up the procedure referred to by their 
President that evening. Asa matter of fact, so far as 
their Association was concerned, they had already inti- 
mated by correspondence with the R.C.V.S. that the 
time he arrived when the College should take steps 
to prepare the necessary examination for the Veteri- 
nary Diploma of Public Health. If that were not 
adopted by the British authorities then as a governor 
of the Irish College he would be very pleased to bring 
the matter before his fellow governors and urge upon 
them the desirability of providing the means of obtain- 
ing the necessaiy tuition and examination: and if they 
could not get it established as a general diploma then 
they should have it as an Irish diploma to be accepted 


as sufficient and suitable by Irish public bodies. He 
bo ogg a vote of thanks to the President for his 
ress. 


Prof. WooLDRIDGE rose to second the vote. He felt it 
was not customary to criticise such addresses, but there 
were one or two points he found it difficult to restrain 
himself from discussing. However, he would simply, 
and with pleasure, second the vote of thanks.—Carried. 

Prof. MetraM, in thanking them for the manner in 
which they had received his address—-which he feared 
was rather a discursive kind of thing—and for their vote 
of thanks, said he hoped on some future occasion to 
give them something more in touch with his own wishes, 
which he would be able to deal with con amore—some- 
thing of a less political nature. He was very glad to 
infer that his little contribution met with some ap- 
proval, and he thanked them very much for the kind 
reception that had been given tothe vote of thanks. 


SPECIMENS. 


Prof. WooLDRIDGE presented a specimen of a renal 
calculus from a horse. The curious feature in connection 
with the case was that the horse from which it was taken 
was condemned to be destroyed simply on account of 
lameness: and on the animal being opened after 
slaughter one of its kidneys was found in that fearful 
condition, the other being perfectly normal. It had been 
sent to him from London with the kidney containing 
it, the total weight being about 33 lbs.—what remained 
of the kidney substance, the capsule and the calculi. 
One of the small calculi, as they would see, was almost 
a perfect sphere which was articulated on a part of the 
large calculus. The weight of the latter ifself was 
2lb 40z, the total weight of the calculi present in the 
kidney being 2lb 7oz. One would think that the convex 
border corresponded with the convex margin of the 
kidney, but that was not the case. The convex margin 
corresponded with the hilus of the kidneys and the pro- 
jections shewn were passing up into the cortex. The 
Professor of Chemistry at the College kindly analysed 
portion of the caleulus and found it to consist chiefly 
of Carbonate of calcium, about 85 per cent., about 10 tu 
15 per cent. of Calcium phosphates, and traces of mucus 
and albumen; no uric acid and no ammonia. A curious 
thing about the case was that they had another calculus 
the same shape and nearly as large at the College, and 
still more curious that had also asmall spherical calculus 
connected with it. 

Prof. Mretrram explained that in the College case re- 
ferred to the animal was an old horse, about 25 years, 
which was killed because it was simply worn out. 
There was no history at all. 

Prof. WootpripGr, replying to Mr. Holland, said 
there was no observable lesion on the leg in the case of 
the London horse that he had heard of: it was high! 
improbable that the lameness had any connection wit 
the calculus. They got lameness associated with 
affections of the liver, but hardly in cases of kidney 
trouble. In reply to Col. Steele he said he could make 
no suggestion to account for the small spherical calculus 
in both the cases. 

Prof. Metra referred to large quantities of carbonate 
of calcium being found in the bladders of horses. 

Mr. Heptey said he had a number of specimens of 
such material taken from the bladders of swine, nearly 
always of males. 

Mr. ALLEN stated that during the period when the 
Dublin trams were drawn by horses they were bedded 
largely with sawdust and sea sand: and on many 
occasions when making post-mortem examination he 
found the pelvis of the kidney full of sand as pure as if 
taken from the shore. How it got there, and in such a 
pure condition was somewhat of a mystery. : 

Mr. M‘Kenny proposed, and Mr. Cargill Patrick 
seconded a vote of thanks to the Chairman, which was 
carried with acclamation. 
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The members, with several visitors, 
to dinner, which was enlivened with some complimen 
tary speeches, and several imusical contributions 
songs being given by Messrs. 
Howard, Rafferty (who also gay 
tations of leading M.P.’s past and 
Mettam and Wooldrige, and Mr. Boyle. 
presided very efficiently at the piano. 

The proceedings concluded after a most. suecessfu 


e some clever imita 


re-union by the company joining with great fervour in 


the singing of “ Auld Lang Syne.” 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCTATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Leicester, on Tuesday, May 14th. The President, Mr. 
F. J. Taylor, occupied the chair, and there were also 

resent Messrs. R. Over, Rugby ; F. L. Gooch, Stam- 
ord ; G. Smith, Tunstall ; H. E. Powell, Coalville ; J. 
G. Parr, Leicester; F. H. Gib- 


8. Barber, Rugby ; J. 
bings, Nottingham ; J. W. Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ;: T. H. 
Hobson, Leicester; W. H. Brooke, Handsworth; H. 
Collett, West Bromwich ; T. J. Brain, Cheltenham ; and 
the hon. sec., Mr. H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich. The 
following visitors were also present: Captain Miller, 
Messrs. T. Taylor, G. W. Sturgess, and §. F. G. Pallin. 

The following sent apologies for their unavoidable 
absence : Sir John M‘Fadyean, Profs. McCall, Dewar, 
Macqueen, and Penberthy, Dr. Manley, Messrs. W. 
Hunting, T. F. Simpson, W. T. Olver, John Blakeway, 
D. Barling, S. M. Woodward, James Blakeway, senr., 
James Blakeway, junr., F. W. Barling, W. Carless, W. 
Blaunsom, W. Dale, M. Sadler, T. Ludlow, W. C. Barling, 
L. W. Heelis, F. V. Steward, E. Woodcock, E. Franklin, 
A. W. Mason, J. E. Cartwright, F. Savage, H. Thsck- 
eray, F. W. Wragg, H. B. Hills, W. Grasby, J. T. Prince, 
J. A. Connell, A. Hodgkins, R. Hughes, A. B. Forsyth, 
J. Maleolm, W. B. Ison, H. D. Pritchard, W. D. Burn- 
dred, J. Martin, B. Freer, R. C. Trigger, H. Fairer, 8. J. 
Marriott, H. S. Reynolds and others. 

The PrEsIDENT entertained the company to an excel- 
lent luncheon before the meeting, and the toast of his 
health was very cordially drunk with the thanks of 
those present for his hospitality. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

New MEMBERS. 


The following, who were nominated at the previons 
meeting, were now elected members of the Association : 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 
then adjourned i 


Rathbone, Victory 


present), Professors 
Mr. Harmer 
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Professor Hobday first came amongst the 


gave tl m, when he 
gave them a splendid demonstration on the chloroform- 
ing of dogs. 


The Hon. Sxc., who also supported, said that when- 
tver @ paper was wanted Prof. Hobday had always been 
ost willing to oblige, and it might be the means of get- 


ting him oftener amongst them if they made him an 
honorary associate. (Hear, hear.) 


The motion was carried unanimously, 


’ 


l 


DELEGATES TO CONGRESSES. 


The Hon. Src. read a letter from the Royal Institute 
of Public Health respecting the annual congress to be 
held in the Isle of Man from June 29th to July 5th, 
inviting the Association to send a delegate as usual. 

Mr. GIBBINGs moved that the Association be represen- 
ted at the Congress of the Royal Institute of Public 
Health and the Royal Sanitary Institute; that the Presi- 
dent go to one and the Hon. See. to the other, as they 
may mutually decide; and that they beallowed the same 
amount for personal expenses as before. 


This was seconded by Mr. Coe and carried unani- 
movsly. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
F. J. Taytor, M.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—-I greatly appreciate the honour you 
unexpectedly conferred upon me, by electing me presi- 
dent of this important association for the ensuing year, 
and J trust that I may, during my spell of office, repa 

that vote of confidence by contributing in some small 
measure to the furtherance of the best interests of this 
society, which has already done so much to elevate the 
tone of its members, from both an educational and a 
social point of view. The beneficial effects of such 
associations as ours is too well known to all those who 
take the slightest interest in the progress of our pro- 
fession to need any comment at my hands, and you will 
remember that the subject was exhaustively dealt with 
by my very able predecessor, Mr. William Hunting, in 
his presidential address in 1905. 

It is to be regretted that our meetings are sometimes 
very poorly attended, and the proceedings in some cases 
show an apathy on the part of members even in the 
Town and District where they are held. There must be 
some specific reason for this apathetic condition, It is 
not quite apparent to me what stimulant is required to 
remove this lethargic feeling from our members, per- 
haps it is a similar reason to that which prevents people 
going to church, #.e., that they will hear what they have 
heard so often before ; and repetition is undoubtedly 

monotonous, but difficult to avoid. It cannot be that 


Mr. STANLEY Car.ess, of Worcester, proposed by Mr. 
Gibbings, and seconded by Mr. Coe. 

Mr. T. A. Rupk1n, of Grantham, proposed by Mr. | 
Gooch (in the absence of Mr. W. Grasby), and seconded | 
by Mr. Barber, and 

Mr. S. M. Woopwarp, of Birmingham, proposed by 
the Hon. Sec., and seconded by Mr. Gibbings. 


Honorary ASSOCIATE. 


In accordance with notice duly given, the President 
proposed that Professor Hobday be elected an honorary 
associate of the Association in recognition of the ser- 
vices he had rendered them on several previous occas- 
ions. He referred to Professor Hobday ax a distin- 
guished member of the profession whom the Midland 
‘Association had cause to know and admire, for he had 
read them some interesting papers and treated them to 


| 


ideas have undergone somewhat progressive ¢ 


members are becoming so learned that they find it un- 
necessary to receive fresh information, or to compare 
notes with each other. [| should like to see members 
bring more specimens and notes of interesting cases to 
our meetings, and to provide more opportunities of 
witnessing practical demonstratious of surgical and 
laboratory work, and to see papers more  frec nently 
illustrated by lantern slides. I feel convinced these 
attractions would have the desired effect of drawing 
members, and generally stimulating our proceedings. 

It often occurred to me during my early days in the 
profession, what a glorions opportunity a president’s 
speech presented of really expressing one’s innermost 
thoughts, and impressions of our profession, and of 
taking a general retrospect of our position ; but I find 
now that I have this coveted opportunity, that ~ early 

anges 
th the cirenmstances which have influenced the future 


i iv ractical demonstrations. | Wi 

said there was no man more | of our profession during the last few yore, and our 
Mr, SMITH, In secondins, | prospects have taken a turn which even the most pro- 

worthy of the honour. foretold—I refer to the 


n, reminded the 
f Leicester that 


Mr. Goocn, in supporting the motio 


meetingsthat it was in that very town 0 1 


yhetic of us could hacdly have 


nfluence which motor traffic has had in relation to 
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horse traftiic. I am not an advocate for meeting trouble 
half-way, but however we endeavour to deceive our- 
selves, it appears to me an undeniable fact that motors 
will eventually reduce the keeping cf horses in this 
country by at least 25 per cent., and presuming for a 
moment that this comes to pass, what other branches of 
our work will the majority of practitioners have to 
resort to to maintain the returns of their practices? I 
believe. however, that when we fully realise our position 
it will come as a blessing in disguise to many of us who 
have always attached too great an importance to an 
exclusive horse practice, and neglected the scientific 
consideration of diseases, and the treatment of other 
animals. We shall also turn our attention to a proper 
training and knowledge which will fit us for municipal 
positions as Veterinary Officers of Health, etc., which at 
the present time are held by members of the medical 
profession to the great detriment not only of existing 
practitioners, but marring also the prospects of veteri- 
nary students about to enter the profession, who will 
tind for some time to come that in spite of their superior 
scientific training in meat inspection, bacteriology, etc., 
that they have to face that aunt impermeable barrier 
known as public opinion, which unaccountably holds at 
present that medical men are the only fit and proper 
a ithorities on good and bad meat, milk, ete., and is even 
content that medical officers of health shall examine (at 
the imminent risk of their lives) cows for tuberculosis, 
etc. I purposely avoid any mention of the methods of 
the Board of Agriculture in reference to lay inspectors, 
as they are deplorable, and their discussion is not con- 
ducive to the harmony of our meeting I believe we 
all fully recognise that we have at the present a golden 
opportunity of proving to the public that we, as a pro- 
fession, are the only suitably trained body of men to 
successfully and permanently carry out all public 
veterinary health work, and the real object of the 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act in its probable 
amended form, which will no doubt provide—in view of 
the second report of the Commission on Tuberculosis 
just issued, for the extermination of tuberculosis in 
cattle by similar provisions to those already existing in 
relation toswine fever. In justice to our sister profession 
I think its members are the first to courteously confess 
their absolute unfitness for these posts, and in my ex- 
perience I have invariably found that they would gladly 
surrender their veterinary responsibility to someone 
whom they themselves do not fail to recognise is more 
suitable and capable to undertake them, and I believe 
that by working with that sister profession, and not 
against vt, we shall the sooner gain our ends, 

In special reference to the all absorbing question of 
tuberculosis and the milk supply we have abundant 
evidence that progressive measures are on foot, and it has 
now resolved itself into the urgent necessity of becom- 
ing a notifiable disease, and a sum of money being allo- 
cated for compensation to dairymen, and as we havea 
government which is generous to a degree in other com- 
pensating measures vzde Workinen’s Compensation Act, 
1907, that we can hope—I was about to say safely hope, 
that it will turn its attention to safe-guarding the future 
health of its subjects in respect to this disease, and will 
even impose a responsibility on employers of labour if 
they do not see that the working man obtains his milk 
from tested cows. 

The London County Council have fully realised the 
important necessity of availing themselves of the best 
veterinary experience in their endeavour to exterminate 
glanders from its worse source—although it is contested 
by some authorities whether London is comparatively 
very much worse off than other large towns in the 
numbers of glanders cases it possesses. In my experi- 
ence “ London Jugged Jaw” is a well earned - epi- 
thet of the disease, and I have no hesitation in saying 
that the majority of reported cases of glanders in our 


district are in horses recently transferred from the Lon- 
don district. [f Mr. Hunting and his capable confréres 
are allowed a free hand and the necessary amount of 
capital they will reduce the disease to an almost un- 
known quantity in a very short time, and [ am sure we 
are agreed that it could not have been left in more cap- 
able hands. It is to be hoped that other municipal 
bodies may be able to follow the example, being helped 
by a substantial sum being granted from the Govern- 
ment. 

This brings me to the topic Parliamentary represen- 
tation, with which, as at present laid down by some of 
its advocates, I have not the slightest sympathy. I 
certainly agree with idea of having Members of Parlia- 
ment to represent us, but whether they are M.R.C.VS. 
or not is immaterial. They should be pledged to protect 
our interests, and at all times to support motions in the 
House which are for our especial Penefit as a_ profes- 
sion, but the idea of sending members of our own to 
represent us as a profession would be worse, in my 
opinion, than the labour union which sends its candi- 
date to represent their views, and who is immediately 
looked upon by other moderately minded members as 
a man who simply “has an axe to grind,” and whose 
views are discounted accordingly. 

We shall do far more good to ourselves by convincing 
the public generally of our fitness too hold scientific 
positions of trust, by an exhibition of our merits which 
should gain a preference for us of a much more permanent 
character than all the agitation and representatfon could 
possibly do. 

The question of meat inspection has been ably dealt 
with in our periodicals, and it is encouraging to note 
that there are many hopeful signs that municipal bodies 
are fast learning to appreciate the value of our assist- 
ance in protecting public health, and members who de- 
sire such special positions are taking post-graduate 
courses at Colleges and Universities in the subjects 
which will come under their control. 

I hope during the ensuing year we may be able to 
send some of our members to represent us at the most 
important Health Congresses ; and whether they read 
pz pers, enter into discussions, or issue a report, should, 
In my opinion, be left to their own discretion. A care- 
ful selection should be made, however, of those most 
capable of representing our views, and whose scientific 
knowledge will enable them to participate in the dis- 
cussions, thus exhibiting proof that we, as a profession, 
are “keeping time” with all movements which may 
affect our future progress. 

The subject of an Annual Registration Fee, as dealt 
with by Major Butler, cannot but appeal to the majority 
of us who realize that it is impossible for a sound finan- 
cial position to be maintained by the R.C.V.S. ‘on its 
present lines. Our registration committee act to the 
best of their ability on the limited funds they have at 
their disposal to protect our interest, but that their 
hands would be considerably strengthened by additional 
capital is quite evident. Law at its best is usually un- 
satisfactory and expensive to those desirous of establish- 
ing a precedent, and the fact of £300 1s. 9d. only being 
_— ast year in legal expenses clearly proves that we 
shall require a larger sum of money to successfully fight 
cases and overcome the various forms of quack opposi- 
tion and the liberties taken with our diploma by some 
M.R.C.V.S. The money for this purpose can only come 
from every member of the profession who should be 
individually interested to further the aims of this com- 
mittee. I do not think we shall receive the desired 
financial assistance from the public. Who should be wore 
interested in the protection of our professional status 
than ourselves? And evenif it were found necessary to 
impose taxation of say one guinea each for annual regis- 
tration, I venture to think that few would object when 
they were made conversant with the advantages which 
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sucha 


yment would confer. 
in the 


ands of our college aut 


income already provided by the funds of the R.C.V.S 
would enable us to take our place financially with oth 


to raise the standard of our education-—a strong thing 
in itself—for with education and money we should be. 
come a progressive and independant body, and not a 
parasitic and impecunious community as at present, de- 
pending for our sustenance on the fees paid by our stu- 
dents and the income from small securities at present 
held by our College. Thirdly, we could take an abso- 
lutely independent position and demand a more advanced 
scientific training from those entering the profession 
which we are afraid to do under present conditions. 

I shall be glad if the members of this Association will 
support such a scheme, and throw out some suggestion 
for obtaining the feeling of the members of the profession 
generally, so that during my year of office we may, in 
some way, forward the matter to a successful issue, and 
if it be found necessery to amend onr charter to bring 
this about, I hope we shall unanimously vote that such 
a conrse be adopted forthwith. The new forms of prac- 
tice demand that some change in our Charter is highly 
essential that we should keep well abreast of the times 
if we wish our veterinary schools and examining boards 
to hold their own with other and more wealthy educa- 
tional bodies, who are teaching our science and granting 
veterinary certificates independantly of our diploma. 
Our motto is “Stronger by Unity.” —_ Let this apply to 
our financial position, and we should be able to find 
the necessary weapons to tight this progessive war, and 
maintain our status against all comers. 

To all those who are not already members of the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 
Society I would most strongly recommend the induce- 
ments to join. A strong Society of this kind is what 
has been for a long time required to protect us against 
unjust law suits and risks incurred in shoeing, and to 
pore some help to our unfortunate brethren who 

ave fallen upon evil days. The subscription is smal] 
—the advantages are great ; and by increasing our mem- 
bership we are more able to substantially fight claims. 
We shall be pleased to accept nominations at this meet- 
ing. 

Our Army Veterinary Service now offers to our mew- 
bers every inducement to join, the rates of pay are fairly 
good, and the retired pay and gratuity allo» ance is, to 
my mind, of a generous character: the service generally 
requires substantially increasing in numbers to be effec- 
tive. Having recently had experience of the methods of 
this branch of the service, the work does not appear to 
me to be of too arduous a character, and | am sure the 
members of the Army Veterinary ng can congratulate 
themselves when they compare their lot with the major- 
ity of existing practitioners, who have to work all day 
(and sometimes all night) to get a similar income to a 
Subaltern in the A.V.C. 

The veterinary officer in the auxiliary forces requires 
his duties to be more particularly specified, and should 
have opportunities for more rapid promotion than at 
present exist, so that his rank on the staff should demand 
the respect to which it is entitled. If it were possible 
in the new Army scheme to form a Territorial Army 
Veterinary Corps, I am sure it would be well supported 

y the veterinary surgeons now in the auxiliary forces 
and others who are not attached at present toany volun- 
teer corps. It would provide a veterinary staff formula- 
ted in the same way as our Army Veterinary Corps, and 
Wearing the same uniform, ready to supplement, and 
attached to that branch of the service, but working 


ber it would place 
i orities, a sum of over 
£3,000 a year, and this sum augmented by the small 


: er 
professions which already have this compulsory regis- 


tration scheme in practice. Secondly, we should be able 


of our client, and the seller can repudiate 
the animal is unsound— an 
man—to find out everything a 
short time we take for an examination, 


If we pass the 
to almost iasure his soundness | 
lame or becomes unsound in wine 
suspicion falls upon us, 

a we do no don 
we have to stand the racquet of the se 


a would bring us into closer contact 
with the regular service and with the i 
eC 
lly. are several gentlemen here to-day who 
are officers in the volunteer forces, and they will tell you 
how very Iragmentary and scattered the present system 
is for purposes of efficiency. 
I have to thank you, gentlemen, for your kind and 
patient hearing of what, perhaps, has been an exposition 
of personal opinions, more interesting to myself than to 
others, and to hope that it may be an interesting, instrue- 
tive, and prosperous year for our Association, 


The Hon. Ske. proposed a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent for his interestiag address, which was seconded in 


complimentary terms by Mr. Gibbings and carried 
unanimously. 


“EXAMINATION OF HoRsES As To SOUNDNESS, WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO Warranties at Repost- 
TORIES.” 

J. G. Parr, Leicester. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, In acceding to the 
request of your Secretary for a paper at this meeting, | 
did so with a great amount of misgiving, but I felt that 
asa member of the Association I ought to do what I 
could to promote its interests, and | trust my good in- 
tentions may compensate for my inability to equal the 
excellent papers already given. The subject chosen, 
although a well worn one, will I trust provide a discus- 
sion that will benefit us all, especially the younger mem- 
bers. I am only going to give my own views and exper- 
ience on the subject, and point out a few of the mis- 
takes one makes in this branch of our profession. 

The examination of horses is quite a special branch 
of our work. It does not follow because a man is an 
up-to-date Pathologist or Bacteriologist, or even a clever 
Practitioner, that he will make a successful examiner. 
Neither can it be imparted by reading or lecture. It is 
only by experience that one can decide many of the 
points that occur when examining horses. Again, it is 
not given to all of us to be good horsemen, and unless a 
V.S. can show a certain amount of nerve and proficiency 
he is heavily handicapped. 

Now as to our duties in examining. In the first place 
our duty is to act on behalf of the client who employs 
us, and to look after his interest the best of our 
ability ; but beyond this we have a certain duty to_per- 
form to the seller, and also to ourselves. Weare placed 
in an unique position— our decision is in most cases 
final, for if we reject the animal it does not matter how 
many others pass him—our client relies on the opinion 
of the man he employs, and the seller has to stand the 
brunt of a rejected horse, his loss of time, ete., In show - 
ing, probably the trouble of sending two or three times 
to the station to meet client and V.S., and he has a 
crabbed horse on his hands--a fact which soon becomes 
known and published ; therefore it is a serious matter 
for him to have a sonad horse rejected. He also very 


often also very often loses his client, who goes else- 


where. 

If we pass the horse he at once becomes pt cy | 
all liability if 

and it is a good deal to ask a 

about an animal, in the 


Then we must bear in mind our duty to ourselves, 
animal we are expected, In many cases, 
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| acertain amount of 
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V.S. has a great deal to contend against in examining 
horses. 

How few horses we find really sound, especially 
hunters, and it is frequently a most difficult matter to 


- decide the various points that present themselves, as to 


how far we are justified in advising our client to pur- 
chase. We not only have to examine but we have to 
advise our client. Perhaps we err on the safe side too 
often. We must take a certain amount of risk or we 
reject horses which are often good animals, and our 
client sees them in other hands doing their work and 
we get blamed for not passing them. 

{ do not think it is necessary to go seriatim through 
the method of examination, but I will endeavour to 
touch on a few points which I consider most important 
and which are most likely to be missed. 

In the first place, always go to work in a systematic 
manner. Avoid ahurried examination. It is surprising 
what simple points are missed mainly through this. 
Always see the horse in the stable first and have him 
moved over from side to side. You can often note 
stringhalt or a shiverer, and perhaps catch a weaver, 
crib-biter, or wind-sucker. 

Then have a bridle put on. I always insist on a 
double hunting bridle and not a snaffle. Bring the horse’s 
head round and examine for age and decayed teeth, 
also at this point examine the nostrils--a casé of 
nasal gleet or glanders may easily be missed. Now 
examine the eyes. I always trust to a natural light, 
but never place the horse with a strong light on hiu, 
and | find it better to stand him sideways than straight. 
Examining the eyes in the dark with a candle I have 
very little faith in—possibly because | am not used to 
it. The most frequent unsoundness of eyes is cataract ; 
these of course vary in size from the pin-point to the 
large diffused one. The former I do not consider of 
much practical importance. Of course the buyer must 
be told. Whip marks on the cornea are frequently 
met with, also slight milk white spots and enlarged 
corpora nigra. These all have to be judged on their 
merits. The great point is always to mention them. 

Having finished this part of the examination, have 
the horse led out and stood on level ground, take a 
oo survey. It is now that odd feet, chipped knees, 

ip down, are often detected. 

In starting to manipulate always begin at the same 
point, preferably the near side. Examine that side 
and then go to the off. In the fore leg be on your 
guard for an unnerved horse, both high and low 
operations. 

Splints often are a source of deliberation, but the 
examiner must be guided by their position, age of horse, 
etc. Always, however, mention them. They are fre- 
quently a cause of lameness, especially in young horses, 
and often cause unpleasantness if they are passed and 
the horse goes lame soon afterwards. Ringbone and 
sidebone are not often missed, but sometimes a horse 
has the bones well developed at the epiphyses and that 
must not be mistaken for true ringbone. 

In hunters we often find a hardening of the lateral 
cartilage right at the anterior portion, and thisis a point 
that has often caused me a lot of doubt as to whether 
or not to pass, but I cannot say I have ever found it 
cause lameness. 

In cart horses we are always on the gui vive for side- 
bone. Itis surprising the number that we find with 
them, but my experience is that given a horse of seven 
or eight years, and cartilages well ossified, not much 
harm is caused by them. 

The foot is undoubtedly the most frequent source of 
lameness, and unfortunately it is a part that is most 
difficult to examine ; we cannot do more than form our 
opinion from the outside shape, and negative evidence. 

n old college saying that in 99 per cent. of lameness 


look below the knee, might almost be extended to “look 
at the feet.” 

We have to notice odd feet, sandcrack, dropped sole, 
navicular, seedy toe, corns, and thrush. No doubt we 
ought to have the shoes always taken off, but this is 
not generally carried out. Then, should we pass a horse 
that points his foot? Can we reject him if he goes 
sound? Are corns, or thrush in frog an unsoundness ? 

Passing to the hind limb, examine the hips, hip down 
often missed, and then the hocks. The question of 
spavin is too large to enter upon, but I prefer a good 
bold hock—what some would call a coarse hock—to 
those fine ones we often see which feel absolutely fine 
and clean. And if the hocks are both alike and the 
horse uses them there is not much fear in passing hiu. 
Curb is another defect that we are often called upon to 
say as to whether or no they will prove detrimental to 
work, and many horses are fired for curbs in order tu 
get them passed. They are perhaps one of the most 
difficult points on which to give an opinion. Before 
leaving the hind leg always pick up the foot, it is very 
often a guide to detect a shiverer or stringhalt. 

The next point is to have the horse run in hand to see 
if heruns sound. Choose as level a roadway as possible, 
look at the hind action as he trots away from you, and 
concentrate your attention on the fore action on his 
return. Mistakes are sometimes made in cross lame- 
ness. The disgnosis of lameness seems to come as a 
natural gift to some, to others it is always a source of 
anxiety as to which leg a horse is lame on—of course | 
mean in slight lameness. I have often felt thaf a horse 
was not running quite true but have been at a loss to 
say as to where he was lame. Notice when he turns for 
stringhalt and have him put back. 

In riding horses we now proceed to test the wind. 
This in hunters is undoubtedly the most important 
point--a point on which there are more disputes and 
more mistakes than any other. There are also more 
reasons why mistakes are made. You often have to 
examine on windy days, and ou such days anyone may 
missa slight whistler. Then you are often handicapped 
in the means of testing—-put into a small paddock, or 
even have to examine on a roadside ; again, you often 
have difficult horses to ride, and that takes your atten- 
tion. It is a most difficult point very often—-and clients 
never forgive a mistake. Then horses can become 
whistlers in such a short time, and other horses, I feel 
convinced, are intermittent whistlers. 

Harness horses and heavy cart horses are easier to 
examine. However, we have to give an honest opinion 
and we can do no more, but I would strongly advise 

ou always to grunta horse before passing his wind. It 
oe been given in evidence by high authorities that 
grunting has no connection with wind. But take it 
from me—and I speak most strongly on the point—that 
if a horse really grunts at the stick he either is or soon 
will be an unsound winded horse ; never pass one. 

Coughimg a horse used to be the general practice. I 
am pleased to say that now it is seldom done. It is 
only of use in the case of broken wind, and this can be 
easily determined by more humane methods. 

Now there is one point I should like to ask your ex- 
perience upon. Can a horse be faked for wind! I 
believe that it can be done—-although I should not know 
how to do it. I do not mean in a case of broken wind, 
but in the case of a slight whistler. 

After a gallop the horse should be put in the stable for 
30 minutes, and then run out. It is at this time that a 
slight lameness often shows. 

One point I think is often omitted, and that is taking 
the pulse. I think this really ought to be done after a 
gallop. 

Having now concluded our examination, we have to 
make our report, this has generally tobe done in writing. 
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lalways avoid sending a formal certificate unless re- 
quested specially to doso. If you send a formal certifi- 
cate you are almost bound to say either sound or un- 
sound. And put in writing these words legally mean 
too much, in fact very few horses answer to the legal 
detinition. Another phrase often used is “ practically 
sound.” It is supposed to convey the idea that although 
there are small points which constitute legal unsound- 
ness, still in the examiner’s opinion they will ot inter- 
fere with the actual usefulness of the animal. It is not, 
in my opinion, an ideal term to employ, and it gets one 
into difficulties sometimes. If it could be generally 
adopted I would prefer a negative against a positive 
certificate. Instead of saying “I find the horse to be 
sound” T would suggest “T fail to find any defect likely 
to interfere with the horse’s work.” Lustead of sending 
a formal certificate, I usually write a report in letter 
form. One can say so much better in this way what is 
a difficult matter to word in a certificate—and it is 
always advisable to keep a copy of our letter. 

Now as regards our legal liability. We are certainly 
liable at law if we omit to mention any patent defect, 
or if it can be proved that we omitted to examine any 
particular point. I think it speaks well for us as a pro- 
fession that so few actions are brought against us. We 
have enormous difficulties to contend with in a living 
animal, and to always be able to detect anything wrong 
in the short time we take to carry out our examination 
is impossible. 

One point in our favour, however, is that the burden 
of proof lies with anyone who takes action against us, 
and unless they have a very strong case we are fairly 
safe. Still, it is always over our heads, and I do think 
that, considering the valuable horses we are called npon 
to examine, the ordinary examination fee of £1 Is. is 
totally inadequate for our services. Taking into con- 
sideration the cost of our education and the expenses we 
are under, it is absurd to have to examine from £100 to 
£500 horses for £1 1s. In noother profession would it 
be done, and I think the time has come when we ought 
to charge on a higher scale. 

I think [ have now touched on the more important 
points of this subject, but I should like to say a few 
words as to examinations at Repositories, and the mean- 
ing and warranty of catalogue descriptions. The sale 
of horses by auction has now become so universal that 
it is incumbent on every V.S. to study the rules of each 
sale he attends, as you are often celled upon to decide 
what such and such description means, and a false or 
mistaken answer often causes a lot of trouble. 

At repository sales we are asked to examine: 1, Before 
purchase : 2, After purchase : 3, To act as umpire in 
disputed cases. 

n examining prior to the sale we are limited to a very 
short and unfair trial. To see a horse run up and down 
in a crowded sale yard and have to advise on it is not 
fair to anyone, but we have a certain compensating 
advantage. In the first place it is by no means certain 
that our client will purchase, aud if he does we can then 
finish our examination if the catalogue description con- 
tains any warranty. So, as a matter of fact, onr respon- 
sibility before sale is reduced to pointing ont any patent 
defects, and advising on those that are likely to go 
against the soundness and of those that can can be 
risked, and also to point out the warranty. 

(2). If our client buys the horse and we are called 
upon to see if he answers the warranty, he can be taken 
out and tried for wind. And it is really marvellous on 
what small points a horse can be returned. But in all 
cases of donbt it is better to give your client the benefit 
and return the horse. One point in examining after 
purchase I would strongly advise. If you are only 
asked to examine for catalogue warranty, always run the 


(3). When asked to adjudicate as umpire on returned 
horses we must act in a perfectly impartial manner. We 
have to decide points on which two other V.S, have dis- 
agreed, and it is often a very difficult matter to adjudi- 
cate between them. An umpire also has to decide many 
points that are quite outside the question of soundness, 
and he has to act as arbitrator between buyer and seller, 
In such a position I contend that he has to take every 
fact into consideration ; and although not part of his 
duty in a general way to inquire the price of an animal, 
still | think that in cases where a V.S. is called upon to 
act as arbitrator the price ought to be a consideration. 

Now as to catalogue descriptions. | have looked 

through most of the rules of the principal sale yards, 
and the following summary may be useful. 
_ The word “good hunter” not only warrants soundness 
in wind and eyes, but covers lameness, quietness in sad- 
dle and hunting field, and any disease that would inter- 
fere with the horse being used for the purpose of hnnt- 
ing. And it is wonderful how many different points 
crop up under the warranty. The principal one is un- 
donbtedly lameness, and it is a tine question to decide 
as to the amount of lameness that onght to warrant the 
horse being taken back. Personally | incline to the opinion 
that a good hunter ought to be sound in action. The 
word “good” ineans a lot, and in umpire cases one has 
to be guided not only in the amount of lameness but by 
the cause of it. If it arises from any cause likely to 
increase, the animal is certainly returnable. 

A grunter is always returnable, even if he is sound 
in his gallop. 

The slightest mark on the eye is fatal—and many 
horses have to be rejected at repositories which would 
be passed in private practice. | do think that to be 
obliged to reject a horse for a very faint whip mark is 
absurd, but, of course, the difliculty comes in as to where 
to draw the line. 

At Leicester the word hunter carries with it all the 
warranty of good hunter. But at most of the other 
repositories the word hunter without “good” only con- 
veys a warranty that the animal has been used for that 
purpose. 

Good hacks, good harness horses, good polo ponies, 
must be sound in wind and eyes, not fame, and answer 
description of quietness. — Horses described as either 
qniet in harness or quiet to ride, must be capable of 
being so used. 

All repositories have a clause “that horses suffering 
from disease that interferes with their answering cata- 
logue description” are returnable: this includes “colds,’ 
“coughs,” “lameness,” etc. For instance, a horse bought 
at a sale and found to be “running at the nose” could 
be returned under any warranty. If in galloping a horse, 
sold as a good hunter, he is found to he coughing, he 
does not answer his description. 7 
But beyond these “ specific warranties,” there are also 
“ implied warranties” such as the following good 
fencer: a good rider: has been regularly ridden or 
driven : goes a great pace: likely to win a point to 
point : likely to make a good hunter, hack, or charger ; 
a slight whistler ; a whistler: np to 14 stone. All these 
descriptions imply a general warranty, and if the horse 
has any disease or infirmity to prevent him being used 
for these implied purposes, he is returnable, For exam- 
ile, a slight whistler must not make a noise that can be 
eee distinctly—that is, more than a slight whistle. A 
horse sold as “likely” to make a good hunter, must 
answer the warranty of a good hunter. A horse des- 
cribed as “up to a certain weight” must be capable of 
being used—if very lame can be returned. tant 

It may not be generally known, but the —_ _—- 
liable for any injury to a horse after the fa 
hammer, and it is a point worth considering as to how 
far a VS. is liable for any accident during examination. 


horse over for other defects and inform your client, even 
if the warranty does not cover them. 
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For instance: A client buys a horse and asks you to 
examine him for wind. The horse has to be taken out 
of the town to some suitable field. One often has to put 
a man on him to send him to the field, and in going 
through a town with electric cars, etc., with possibly a 
fresh horse unaccustomed tothem, the horse may meet 
with an accident—who is liable? Or, again, a horse 
may be injured when a V.S. is riding him. Is the V.S. 
liable? If so, our fee is quite insufficient to cover 
the risk. 

Gentlemen, I will now leave the matter with you. I 
trust you will have a good discussion. I am quite 
aware of the weakness of my remarks, and I thank 
-_ for the kind way in which they have been received. 

f they lead to a good debate I shall be delighted, and 
whatever faults of omission I have made I now leave 
you to fill the gaps. 


Discussion. 


Mr. Goocu said that not being a repository man him- 
self he did not examine anything like the quantity of 
horses that some people did. There were many hints 
which Mr. Parr had thrown out which he should bear in 
mind, and one was that they had not merely to examine 
a horse but also to advise their client in regard to it. 
A man may find no defect and yet the animal may 
not suit a particular client and vice versa. For instance, 
the client might be a hunting man who liked to “feel” 
his horse, whilst another client might not like a horse 
to “pull” at all. He agreed, too, in the suggestion that 
it was best not to send a formal certificate if it could 
be avoided, but to give the client a report in the 
form of a letter. If they knew their client fairly well 
they could generally give satisfaction, even if they did 
occasionally overlook some defects. Another piece of 
good advice was that their examination of a horse 
should be systematic. If they were not systematic they 
ran a grave risk of overlooking some defects, a fact which 
was strongly imparted to him in his student days. He 
would particularly advise a man when examining a 
cart horse to put itin front of a load whenever possible ; 
a horse might appear to be perfectly sound for working 
purposes, and yet not so when put in harness. They 
would frequently find defects of wind sooner by putting 
the horse to a heavy load. Mr. Parr did not give much 
hope to the younger practitioners with regard to the 
catoptic test in the examination of horses’ eyes. It was 
a advice to nse one’s own eyes as much as possible ; 
and he ~ speaker) never examined the limbs until he 
had the horse out of the stable. He always made it a 
practice to see the horse first in the stable and then try 
it on a hard road before attempting to find any defects 
in the limbs. With regard to splint , ue once had a 
case in Nottingham which they looked like winning 
hands down, until a local veterinary surgeon said that 
a splint was an unsoundness. The plaintiff had said it 
was suffering from a splint the size of a small horse 
bean, and the judge gave against the defendant on the 
splint issue entirely. It was a very unfair decision, as 
the horse was not lame from the splint at all, but from 
an injury to the fetlock after purchase. He did not make 
it a rule to take the shoe off, but he should do so if he 
thought there was some defect there. With regard to 

unting, no one should pass a horse that grunted on 

ing approached either with the fist or a stick, because 
it would not be long before that animal would be un- 
sound in his wind. As to the veterinary surgeon’s fee, 
he wished it could be never less than a guinea, but un- 
fortunately he did not always get a guinea. There 
were a great many members of the profession who ex- 
amined scores and hundreds at = for 7/6. He 

uite agreed as to the number of small points on which 


they could return a horse after a warranty, and it was 
surprising how few horses really were sound. 


Mr. Grippincs said the paper teemed with useful in. 
formation, and it was one of the best he had ever heard 
ata Midland meeting. It touched upon points that 
affected them in all sorts of ways, especially with regard 
to the points for which a horse could be returned from 
a repository. It was an onerous position for a veter- 
inary surgeon to hold the office of umpire on occasions 
of this kind. He knew of a mare that was bought at a 
repository and sold as sound, but on a veterinary surgeon 
being called in she was found to have a chipped knee, 
She was returned on this certificate, and was examined 
by another veterinary surgeon who said she was perfectly 
sound. He (the speaker) was called in as umpire, and 
he found that the chipped knee was not in the centre 
but at the side; it was a recent injury, and as umpire he 
told the man he would have to keep the mare. He said 
to the veterinary surgeon in private conversation after- 
wards, “ You must have examined that mare very hur- 
riedly,” and he replied, “The truth is, I did.” With 
regard to nasal gleet, he had a case in a carriage horse 
that was bought at a repository. There was no sign of 
it when he examined the animal, but he drove it up a 
long, steep hill in harness, when there was revealed one 
of the worst cases of nasal gleet he ever saw. Mr. Parr 
said he rarely had the shoes off when examining. He 
(the speaker) thought if it was possible the shoes should 
always be removed. He mentioned a case in which a 
cart mare went palpably lame with her shoes off, but 
not otherwise. He would like the discussion to be ad- 
journed till the next meeting, so that they might read 
the paper carefully in the meantime, and if de was in 
order he would move that that be done. 

Mr. Cor was of Mr. Gibbing’s opinion that the paper 
would make a good discussion at the next meeting, and 
he would second the proposal that it be adjourned, as it 
was a matter they were all very much interested in. 
The veterinary surgeon was often placed in a difficult 
position, for if he was called in at a repository to exam- 
ine a horse he had tu make a very different examination 
than for a private individual or for a private client. 
When examining a horse at an auction it had to be ex- 
amined on the spot and a definite opinion given. Very 
often a large number of horses were condemned for 
technical unsoundness which could nevertheless be re- 
commended to a private client as very useful animals to 
buy. Horses generally had to be examined on the day 
of the sale, and when once they got through the gates, 
the purchaser had to keep them, which was a very arbi- 
trary rule in some cases. There was not always room 
at a crowded repository ; one’s client was bothering one 
with questions at the time, and it was not always possi- 
ble for the veterinary surgeon to do himself justice. Mr. 
Parr spoke of horses being “ faked” for their wind. He 
(the speaker) believed that horses could be so “ faked.” 
He believed large doses of opium had a curious effect 
upon horses, and having heard of horses dying that had 
come from sales and fairs, he had come to the conclu- 
sion that they had been “faked.” In examining a 
hunter, 4 veterinary surgeon was very much handicapped 
unless he was a good horseman himself, it was desirable 
to gallop a horse and listen to his wind, as mistakes 
were very easily made, and he always made it a rule o! 
listening to the heart as soon as the animal had stopped. 
In cases of shivering, be believed a horse could be 
“faked” very easily. The question of removing shoes 
was an important one in his opinion, especially if ones 
client was giving a large sum for a horse. The teeth 
was another important point that was often overlooked. 

Mr. SMITH observed that it was important not to pre- 
judge a horse by what one saw or was told, and he cited 
an experience of his own at Wrexham, where two Lon 
don judges made a serious mistake in rejecting a horse 
without a proper examination. 
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He thought the most delicate part about the examina- 


tion of a borse for soundness was his wind. The 
majority of people would say that the best way was to 
ride a horse oneself ; with that he didn t agree. The 
best place to examine a horse, in his opinion, was ina 
covered space, with all chance of outside sound removed. 


He learnt that whilst in India. A certain horse failed 


to give any sign of unsoundness as to wind when being 


ridden by several veterinary surgeons. He was ill with 


fever at the time, and the horse was sent to him to 
examine, and he had him galloped in a covered riding 


school. He distinctly heard the horse whistle. It be- 
longed to a well known veterinary surgeon who dealt in 
horses, and as his assistant had passed him as sound it 
promised to be a serious case. He (the speaker) was 
threatened with an action, but eventually the owner 
had to admit that the animal was nnsound, and since 
then he had tested many others in the same way for 
soundness as to wind. 
were passed as sound in their wind when they were 
really unsound ; of course he meant that the mistake 
was made honestly. It was often a very fine line to 
draw, and unless they went to a great deal of trouble it 
was difficult todetermine. He had a horse from Ireland 
that was unsound in his wind after going ten miles, but 
ata shorter distance the unsoundness would never be 
detected. 

The CuairMAN put Mr. Gibbing’s motion for the ad- 
journment of the discussion to the vote, and it was car- 
ried unanimously, Mr. Parr kindly consenting to the 
paper in the meantime being printed and circulated 
amongst the members. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Goocn produced an iron staple, four inches in 
length, which was found in the small intestine of a 
mare. She had foaled safely, and died a day or two 
later, although there was not the slightest sign of con- 
tinuous pain. It was mysterious how such a thing could 
have found its way there. 

Mr. R. Over exhibited a photograph of a thorough- 
bred foal by Isinglass, which was born with a remark- 
able curvature of the spine. It'was a post-mortem view, 
with the spinal column exposed, and all agreed that it 
was a most interesting case. 

The members afterwards adjourned for tea before 


separating. 
‘ H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S., //on. See. 


THE SIxTy-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
CouNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF 
VETERINARY SURGEONS FOR THE YEAR 
1906-7. 


[ABSTRACT]. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10, Red Lion Square, 
Bloomsbury, W.C.. on Wednesday, June 6th, 1905, Mr. 
Joseph Abson, F.R.C.V.S., being in the Chair. 

The following gentlemen were elected Members of the 
Council in place of those who retired by rotation, viz.:—- 
J. Abson, A. W. Mason, J. A. W. Dollar, J. Fraser, H 
Sumner, F. Dnek, W. J. T. Bower and G. A. Banham. 

Election of Officers.--At the first Meeting of the 
Council, held on the 6th July, 1906, Professor Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, was unanimonsly elected President, and the 
following six Members of Council Vice-Presidents : — 

Mr. J. Abson, Major-General H. Thomson, Messrs. 


Captain MILLER said that for whatever knowledge he 
had on the subject he must give Mr. Parr the credit 
as he served his apprenticeship with that gentlemen. 


e believed a great many horses 


Mr. F. W. Wragg was unanimously re-elected Trea- 
snrer, Mr. A. W. Hill, Secretary and Registrar, and 
Messrs. R. Warner and J. Woodger, Auditors, 

Professional Examinations. — Since the previous 
Annual Report 645 students have presented themselves 
for examination ia the various P sacaeny Of these 92 
snecessfully passed the tinal examination and were ad- 
mitted members of the profession. 

The following figures show the total number of eandi- 
dates presented, passed, and rejected: 


Presented. Passed. Rejected. 
Class A 223... 1292 ... 101 
Class C 134... 88... SI 
Total 645 394 251 


Trustee.--Mr. W. J. Mulvey has been appointed a 
Trustee of the College funds, in place of Mr. A. @. 
Cone, deceased. 

Secretary and Registrar.—Mr. A, W. Hill submitted 
his resignation of the office of Secretary and Registrar 
on October 5th, 1906, after holding the appointment for 
27 years. In recognition of Mr. Hill’s long and faithful 
service, the Council unanimously resolved to grant him 
a retiring pension of £40 per annum. 

The appointment was duly advertised, and 101 appli- 
cations were received for the post. Ultimately Mr. red 
Bullock was appointed Secretary and Registrar, and he 
commenced his duties on February Ist, 1907. 
Investments of Funds.—An addition of £489 6s, 11d. 
has been made to the invested funds of the College, 
which now stand at £8100. 

Registration.—During the year the Registration Com- 
mittee has considered more than 60 cases, of which 50 
were new cases, 

Prosecutions were successfully undertaken in two 
cases, and in several other instances prosecutions are 
pending. 

The names of three members removed under section 5, 
sub-section 4, of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, were 
restored to the Register on proper evidence being 
supplied. 

n four instances members were called upon to appear 
before the Council, and the name of one member was 
removed from the Register. ” 

The applications of two Foreign Practitioners for ad- 
mission to Membership of the College were refused on 
the ground that the educational status of the Examina- 
tion was not equal to that required of Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Parliamentary.—The Parliamentary Committee has 
taken means to keep itself informed as to all Bills, both 
Publie and Private, which may affect the profession. 
The promoters of all Bills in which such alteration was 
necessary have been communicated with, with the 
object of insuring that all milk clauses should contain 
thealteration as settled by Lord Onslow, and also that 
a definition of “Veterinary Surgeon” should be given, 
similar to that’ in the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 
1897. 

A Memorial has been submitted to the Local Govern- 
ment Board with regard to the Public Health (Regula- 
tions as to Food) Bill requesting that the bill may be 
amended so as to provide for the inspection by Veteri- 


_|nary Surgeons of live animals and of the flesh of dead 


animals intended for the food of man. 

London (Notification of Glanders) Order of 1906,— 
The Parliamentary Committee has taken this matter 
into consideration, and representations have heen made 
both to the Board of Agriculture and to the London 
County Council, objecting to the compulsory notifica- 
tion of glanders by Veterinary Surgeons without the 


t. W. Garnett, 8. Locke, J. MeKinna and W. Shipley. 
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payment of a fee. The Secretary of the Board of Agri- 
culture has stated that the Board has no power to order 
the payment of a fee, but that, as the order — to 


_ 


GLASGOW COLLEGE. 
The following medals, granted by the Highland and 


London only, where special inspectors had been ap- 
men ah inted, the matter fg not of online importance. Agricultural Society. the late Protessor Allan Thomp- 
son, of London, and Principal M‘Call, were awarded in 
he Secretary promised that if at any future date the 
order should be extended, the Board would take the | Junior A. Meikl Zool R.B 
necessary steps to insure the of a fee. The Ch B Alex. 
representations made to the London County Conneil | W Hart B. Alex. 
me be were also favourably received. ender. Senior Anstomy—Fred. W. Hart. ysiology— 
Pha Bill The C i] ted the Ph _| James Crawford. Stable Management—Hugh Johnstone. 
me) bel: ceutical Society - their effor t to protect their profes- Campbell. Parasitology—Evelyn Meikle. Hygiene—Fred 
een: | a Presentation to the Council Chamber. — At a quarterly —- te gold medal for best professional exami- 
1 1 gee meeting held in January, a presentation was made to | nation in Senior Anatomy before the Board of Examiners— 
ee te the Council of a portrait in vils of the President. Sir | Fred. W. Hart. 
ea) hae John M‘Fadyean. Bursary of £20 by Principal M‘Call to the student who 
a |} AY eta Register.—The Annual Register is now published for | has obtained the highest aggregrate marks in his Ist, 2nd, 
en | | 1907, and can be obtained of the publishers, Messrs, | and 3rd professional examinations before the Board of 

1 Adlard and Son, Bartholomew Close, London, E.C., or | Examiners—John Rae, Glasgow. 

on application to the Secretary, Royal 
Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Lion Square, London, W.C., 
4 Hy price 3/6 post free. It contains the Veterinary Surgeons COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
ae 4 Acts, 1881 and 1900, with the Charters, Bye-laws, and Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 
hes rules for examinations, also extracts from the Army | 1907 1906 1905 1904 
Veterinary Warrant. | 
een) Mey, 1907 Outbreaks in May 3 8 23 22 
ay, Five months 43 41 104 9] 

e 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1993. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
ae Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases [Sheep] swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
1 ae Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- [ Out- | Ani- | Out-] Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks} mals. Joreake mals. freak mals. Dogs. Other} breaks. tered 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended June 22 |_ 3] 93 | 283 
1906. 4) 43 19 gl 
ee ee Corresponding week in {1965 . | 20 25 27 | 44 5 20 113 
1904. 1B 21 23 49 6 30 160 
Jotal for 23 weeks, 1907 .. | 553 | 754 419 949 393 | 1138 5410 
i ha 1906 .. | 464 | 692 498 935 282] 549 | 2822 
t ae ( orresponding period in {1905 .. | 487 687 548 082 641 357 1718 
. ae 1904 .. | 490 770 663 1226 1046 676 3469 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 11, 1907. 
IRELAND. Week ended Junel | -- | -- J | 1 a 1} 
th Total for 22 weeks, 1907 ae ‘aia 1 3 ee oe oe oe oe oe 159 | 57 1035 
{i 2) 2 31 | 452 
Corresponding period in 1905 .. | 216 30 350 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 6, 1907. 
Bie bit | Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Death of Dr. Hutcheon, 
Director of Agriculture, Cape Colony. 


It is with great regret that we have to record the 
death of Dr. Duncan Hutcheon, J.P., Director of Agri- 
culture in Cape Colony. Dr. Hutcheon was last in his 
oftice on May 7th, and appeared to be at that time in 
the best of health. The illness to which he has unfortn- 
nately succumbed first showed its symptoms a week ago, 
and its progress has been extremely rapid. Dr. Hutcheon 
passed away at his residence at Maitland at 11.45 on 
Tuesday morning, 14th. The news of his death will be 
received with profound regret in every part of South 
Africa, and especially among the farmers of Cape Colony, 
with whom, in his capacity as Director of Agriculture, he 
was exceedingly popular, and whose confidence he held 
in a high degree. 

Mr. Duncan Hutcheon was born near Peterhead, in 
Scotland, in 1842, and received his early education at the 
parish school of Old Meldrum, Mollison’s Academy, 
Aberdeen, and at some privately conducted evening 
classes. According to some biographical details given 
in “ Men of the Times,” he began life as an agricultural 
assistant, and it was in this capacity that he obtained 
his first experience in the care of live stock. In 1868 he 
joined the Dick Veterinary College, Edinburgh, where he 
soon distinguished himself, obtaining the Dick Bursary 
of £30 per year for three years. At the close of the 
first session, the conditions attached being that for the 
whole period he should occupy the position of assistant 
to the principal, Mr. W. Williams. In 1871 he obtained 
the diploma of the Highland Agricultural Society, also 
that of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, pass- 
ing with distinction, and winning the silver medal for 
anatomy, physiology, chemistry, materia medica, and 
hippopathology, and the Highland Society’s medal for 
the “* Best general examination.” 

On leaving College he practised for a time with 
Messrs. Pollock and Sons, in Edinburgh, and in 1872 he 
conducted a practice in Liwerick for Mr.O’Connor. In 
the following year he joined Mr. Arthur Santy as assistant 
at Castle Meadow, Norwich, then one of the largest 
practices in the Eastern counties. 

After two years’ work there he was appointed veteri- 
nary surgeon of the Liverpool Omnibus and Tramway 
Co., where he remained until leaving to take up a posi- 
tion as Colonial Veterinary Surgeon to the Cape Govern- 
ment on March 2nd, 1880. 

His new sphere of activities gave ample scope for 
original research, and he had only been in South Africa 
ayear when the outbreak of plenro-pnenmonia in Angora 
goats called for his special attention. This disease broke 
out in 1881, and proved most destructive, and had it not 
been for Dr. Hutcheon’s measures in carrying out pre- 
ventive inoculation onan extensive scale, in conjunction 
with strict quarantine regulations, the whole Angora 
goat industry in South Africa would have been imperilled. 
He received the thanks of Parliament for his work, toge- 
ther with a special bonus, and was presented by the 
Angora farmers with a gold watch and ch:in, a large gold 
cup, anda binocular microscope. 

outh Africa is particularly rich in animal diseases, 
every species of domestic animal seensing to have one or 
more peculiarly adapted for its destruction. The whole 
of Dr. Hutcheon’s career has, in fact, been one long 
struggle against the relentless attacks of disease upon 
the animal life of the country. In his address as Presi- 
dent of the Physiological Section of the British Asso- 
ciation in 1905, Colonel D. Bruce, M.B., F.R.S., C.5., 
observed : “It is to Mr. Hutcheon that South Africa 
owes its knowledge of many stock diseases. For the last 
25 years he has laboured with the utmost earnestness 


description of the various diseases formed the basis of 
all the modern work done on the subject.” This is no 


exaggeration. It errs, if anything, on the opposite side. 
It was Dr. Hutcheon who first described the sheep 
disease commonly known as “ blue-tongue,” the disease 
of heartwater in cattle, goats, and sheep, and a score of 
other cattle plagues and pests. In 1883-4 he was found 
carrying on the campaign against redwater or ‘Texas 
fever in cattle, and it was under his advice Mr. Spreull 
w-s able to prove that a preventive serum could be pre- 
pared capable of immunising sheep against catarrhal 
fever. To enumerate the experiments, many of them 
highly suecessful, which he carried out with a view to 
checking the spread of animal diseases would be out of 
place in these columns, but in the domain of veterinary 
science he has established a reputation which is not 
likely soon to perish. 

Perhaps the most notable of the many campaigns he 
had to wage on behalf of the Colony was that against 
the terrible rinderpest epidemic which broke out in 1896 
and caused fearful losses to the stock farmers of South 
Africa. Dr. Hutcheon directed and controlled the tight, 
showing inexhaustible energy, traversing the country 
from end to end, establishing a strict system of quaran- 
tine, and all the while supervising the laboratory experi- 
ments which were being made to counteract the disease, 
His :abours in those days were indeed almost super- 
human. Eventually he adopted the stamping out pro- 
cess, and this undoubtedly checked the spread of the 
discase, though it was not until Koch’s discovery of the 
bile method of treatment that the disease was finally 
eradicated. It is to Koch, Kolle, and Turner that we 
owe the fact that rinderpest has now lost its terrors, but 
Hutcheon’s self-denying labours are not likely to be 
forgotten when farmers talk among themselves of the 
bad old days when rinderpest was abroad in the land. 

Dr. Hutcheon has, during his professional career, been 
a prolific writer of valuable articles on stock-breeding, 
stock diseases, and kindred subjects. In 1902 his ser- 
vices to the veterinary profession were recognised by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, which elected him 
an Honorary Associate. On August 1, 1905, he was ap- 
pointed Acting Director of Agriculture, the appointment 
being confirmed on July 1, 1906. This post was estab- 
lished as the result of the reorganisation of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, the office of Under Secretary for 
Agriculture being abolished under the new scheme. Dr, 
Hutcheon’s appointment was hailed with general satis: 
faction thronghout the Colony, and there can be little 
doubt that the result has been increased efficiency 
thr nghout the department, and a greater concentra. 
tion of energy. Dr. Hutcheon’s personal labours dur- 
ing the past 18 months have been extremely heavy. 
Quite recently he was up at Vryburg investigating an 
outbreak of lamzeikte. The passage last year of the 
Animal Diseases Act Amendment Bill, which was very 
largely framed upon his advice, involved increased 
labours, and the comparatively recent agricultural 
developments in various directions bad all been re 
ceiving his personal attention. As we mentioned above, 
he has always been an enthusiast on the question of 
improving the breed o! stock in this country, and in 
his last report he brought forward proposals for fos- 
tering the horse-breeding industry and assisting the 
farmers to obtain suitable stallions at a moderate price, 
The dairy industry, too, was a subject to which for some 
years he directed special attention, and his pamphlets on 
the subject have been of great value to the dairy farmers 
of the Colony. The destruction of vermin, the eradica- 


tion of prickly pear, the preservation of game, viticulture 
and winemaking, the administration of the Scab Act, 
and the supervision of the experimental agricnitural 
stations are some of the varied activities which Dr. 
Hutcheon was called upon to direct, while, of course, he 


in Cape Colony, often under trying conditions, and his 


retained his very important duties as chief veterinary 
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surgeon for the Colony. In his multifarious capacities 
Dr. Hutcheon was necessarily brought into close and 
frequent relations with the farmers of the Colony, and 
there are few men in this country who have enjoyed 
wider respect or affection. He was a very sl:ve to duty. 
He was always to be found at his office at nine o’cluck 
in the morning, and frequently remained as late as 
ten at night. As head of his department, he had a 
wonderful capacity for encouraging his colleagues and 
juniors to work their hardest, and none will more deeply 
regret his demise than his associates in the Agricnltural 
Department. 

Apart from his official activities, Dr. Hutcheon was 
well known and deservedly popular in social circles in 
Cape Town. It is only a week or two ago that he pre- 
sided at the Aberdeen, Banff and Kincardine Society’s 
annual meeting. As president, he took the keenest in- 
terest in everything connected with the society, and his 
sympathy and financial help were never denied. At the 
same time, he was a favourite at the meeting of kindred 
Scottish and English societies, and had no small repu- 
tation as a ready and witty speaker. He took a deep 
interest in the public affairs of Maitland, and it was 
largely through his instrumentality that the Presby- 
terian Church there, of which he was an elder, was 
built. He was a member of the Civil Service Club, 
Cape Town, and of most of the South African Clubs. 
Dr. Hutcheon was twice married, and leaves a daughter 
by his first wife, and two sons and a daughter by his 
second wife, who survives him, and for whom, in their 
bereavement, the deepest sympathy will be felt. 


TRIBUTES OF RESPECT. 


Rarely has the death of a public official evoked such 
widespread and genuine expressions of regret and sorrow 
as have been produced by the lamented demise of Dr. 
Duncan Hutcheon, M.R.C.V.S. Director of Agrieulture. 
These heartfelt expressions of grief have been confined 
not to Cape Colory, or to the farmers—on whose behalf 
he worked so long and laboriously—-but extended 
throughout South Africa and all sections of the popu- 


lation. This fact wasamply demonstrated on Thursday, 


when the mortal remains of the deceased gentleman 
were laid in their last resting-place, in the presence of a 
large gathering thoroughly representative of the Mini.- 
try, the various Government departments, Scottish 


- patriotic societies, Farmers’ Associations, as well as the 


general public. 

The funeral left the deceased’s residence, Lagensdale, 
Maitland, at 3.15, for the Presbyterian Church, Mait- 
land, the hearse being serge by a number of local 
school children. The little church was crowded, so 
crowded, indeed, that many people had to stand 
throughout the service, while others were unable to 
gain admission. The service was conducted by the Rev. 
James Simpson, of Woodstock, who was assisted by the 
Rev. Dr. McClure, Moderator of the General Asssembly 
of South Africa, and the Rev. Mr. Watters, of Wynberg. 

The chief mourners were Messrs. Duncan and Bertie 
Hutcheon (sons of the deceased), and Miss and Miss Ethel 
Hutcheon (daughters). 

The pall-bearers were: Messrs. F. J. du Plessis (Secre- 
tary to the Veterinary Department), B. McMillan (Chief 
Clerk to the Minister for Agriculture), J. D. Borthwick 
(Chief Veterinary Surgeon), Eustace Pillans (Agricul- 
tural Assistant), A. D. Davison (Chief Inspector of 
Sheep), and P. J. du Toit (Chief Clerk to late Director 
of Agriculture). 

Among those who were present at the Church were: 
The Hon. J. A. C. Graff, M.L.C.; Mr. E. S. Steytler, 
M.L.A. ; Mr. George Bruce (Mayor of Maitland), Messrs. 
Sydow, Van Riet, Van Eyssen, E. and J. McGregor, 
C. Self, Edwards, and Hutt (members of the Maitland 
Municipal Council), Mr. Burton (Town Clerk of Mait- 


land ; Prof Juritz(Senior Govt. Analyst), Capt. O‘Dah| 
Dr. Visser, Capt. Finch (Secretary to the 8.P.C.A)), 
Messrs. Simms, Wheeler, W. Thomson, Van Ess, W, 
Steensma, Charles Dale, Chicken, Rees, Traves, W, 
McGregor, Vaughan (Principal of the Maitland Public 
School), F. van der Spuy, the Rev. W. R. Thomson, the 
Rev. Dr Haarhotf (representing the Maitland Dute) 
Reformed Church), Messrs. J.T. Wylde, R.M.; hk. 7. 
Skinner, Officer, James Smart (Hon. Sec. of the Aber. 
deen, Banff, and Kincardineshire Society), and E Hart. 
ley (representing Mr. P. J. Hannon, Superintendent of 
Co-operation). 

The Cape Highland Society was represented by 
Messrs. Donald McGillivray (Chief), John MacNejj] 
(Chiettan), R. Y. Fletcher (Hon. Treas.), and the Rey, 
J. M. Russell (Chaplain). 

The Rev. Dr. McClure, in the course of the service, 
referred to the great loss which had been sustained by 
the removal of one who formed such a large part of the 
life of the Church of that town and district, and who 
oceupied such a large place in the life of this land. They 
thought of their departed friend as one wearing the 
white flower of a blameless character in his public life, 
in the exercise of his duty, and in his relationship to this 
great land. They had to thank God for what he was 
permitted to do for those whom he tried earnestly and 
fsithfully to serve ; for his industry and wisdom, for his 
graciousness of character, and for his resolution. Might 
the lesson of his life, industry, and faithfulness, be 
learned by them all, and might comfort be afforded to 
his sorrowing widow and children. In contlusion, Dr. 
McClure referred to the deep interest which the late Dr. 
Hutcheon had manifested in that church from its 
foundation, and trusted that the spirit manifested by 
him might be upon the congregation, and abide with it 
in its coming days. 

The hymn “ Days and Moments Quickly Flying” was 
then sung, the service concluding with prayer. 

The body was then removed from the church, and the 
procession was reformed. There were about. thirty 
or forty carriages in the cortege, which was preceded 
as far as Montague Bridge by the Maitland school 
children. 

The interment teok place at St. Peter’s Cemetery, 
Mowbray, where the number of mourners was consider- 
ably augmented by many who had proceeded direct 
from town. 

Among those present at the graveside, in addition to 
those already mentioned, were: The Hon. E. H. Walton 
(Treasurer), the Hon. Colonel Crewe, L.L.A. (Colonial 
Secretary), Sir Pieter Foure, M.L.A., Sir John Frost, 
M.L.A., Sir John Graham (Secretary to the Law De- 

rtment), Mr. Henry Cloete, M.L.A., Mr. F. E. Kant- 
hack (Director of Irrigation), Mr. Walter E. Gurney 
(Controller and Auditor-General), Mr. T. S. McEwen 
(General Manager of Railways), Mr. A. J. Robb (Assist- 
ant General Manager of Railways), Commissioner 
Crawford (Urban Police), Mr. Noel Janisch (Under 
Colonial Secretary), Mr. Wm. A. Collard (Assistant 
Treasurer), Mr. Craig (Engineer, Public Works De- 

artment), Mr. L. Mansergh (Public Works Department),: 
Mtr Maitland H. Park, Mr. D. M. Small (President of 
the Cape Town Caledonian Society(, Mr. John Parker 
(Vice-President of the Cape Town Caledonian Society), 
Dr. Cox (District Surgeon), Dr. Mitchell (Assistant 
Medical Officer of Health for the Colony), Mr. E. 
Kilpin, C.M.G. (Clerk to the House of Assembly), Mr. 
A. B. Reid, Mr. W. E. Moore, Mr. Tyson, Mr. Geo. E. 
Barrett (representing the Cape Flats Farmers’ Associa- 
tion and the Cape Town and Western Province Poultry, 
Pigeon and Cage Bird Society), Mr. A. Ohlsson, Mr. 
Bennett and the following members of the Agricultural 
Department: Messrs. Rowe, G. N. Williams (chief clerk), 
J. ens (Government Analyst), McManus, Crosswaithe, 
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Stegmann, Shaw, Dr. Nobbs, Goudy, Aling, Clayton, 
Jack (principal of the Elsenberg Agricultural Col ege) 
and Smith (head messenger). 

The Hon. Mr. Walton received atelegraphic request 
from the Port Elizabeth Agricultural Socie:y to repre- 
sent them at the funeral. The Hon. A. J. Fuller (Secre- 
tary for Agriculture) was prevented from paying a last 
token of respect to the late Director of Acriculture 
owing to the fact that he was out of the Colony attend. 
ing the Locust Conference, but he was represented by 
nis chief clerk, Mr. B. McMillan. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomson, after reading a brief lesson, 
proceeded to speak of the natural grief caused by the 
death of Dr. Hutcheon, whose illness had been so short 
and of the esteem in which he was universally held, 
and of his connection with the various Scottish societies 
of the Peninsula, particularly of the Aberdeen, Banff, 
and Kincardineshire Society, of which he was the 
honoured president. He had aided at all times in keep- 
ing up a true patriotic sentiment. Deceased lad had a 
* brilliant professional career, ana after practising in 
various parts of the United Kingdom, settled in this 
country, where he had won, not only the confidence of the 
present and past Administrations, but of the whole of 
the farming community, which held him in the highest 
esteem, Dr. Hutcheon’s influence for good having been 
wide and continuous. Their late friend had maintained 
the best traditions of his native land by the interest he 
had shown in the Church. He had been practically the 
founder and mainstay of the Presbyterian Church at 
Maitl nd, which, through his death, had sustained an 
irreparable loss. Finally Mr. Thomson expressed the 
sympathy of all to the widow and family of the deceased 
gentleman. 

Prayer was offered up by the Rev. Mr. Simpson, who 
conducted the service. 

Telegrams expressing sympathy with the family of 
the deceased were received from the Department of 
Agriculture, Pretoria ; Agricultural Department, Salis- 
bury ; Mr. Gray and Staff, Veterinary Department, Pre- 
toria; Mr. Woollatt, Veterinary Department, Natal; 
Captain Worsley, Veterinary Surgeon, C.M.R.; Paarl 
Farmers’ Association; the Entomologist, King William’s 
Town ; Mr. Clarke, King William’s Town ; Mr. Guthrie, 
Port Elizabeth ; Mr. Robertson, Veterinary Loboratory, 
Graham’s Town, and many others. 

The wreaths numbered «bout sixty, and were sent by 
the following amongst others : From the members of the 
Cabinet (“With deep sympathy”); the Staff of the 
office of the Director of Agriculture (“In fond memory 
of our beloved chief, whose irreparable loss we all so 
deeply deplore”) ; the Colonial Secretary and staff ; the 
Port Elizabeth Agricultural Society (“With deepest 
regrets for an old and true friend”); the staff of the 
Government Analytical Laboratories ; the Surveyor and 
staff (“A token of esteem”); the elders and managers 
of the Presbyteran Church, Maitland ; the Maitland 
Ratepayers’ Association ; members of the Kennel 
Associ tion ; The Cape Highland Society ; the Forest 
Department ; ofticers of the Treasury ; C lonel Stanford 
staff of the Native Affairs Department ; the Principal 
and staff of the Agricultural College, Elsenberg ; the 
Constantia Fruit Growers’ Association ; Lieut.-Colonel 
Blenkinsop and officers of the Army Veterinary Corps, 
South Africa; the Hon. and Mrs. A. Fuller ; teachers 
and scholars of Maitland Public Schoo! ; Cape Town 
Caledonian Society ; Mr. and Mrs. Axel Ohlsson ; mem- 
bers of the Aberdeen, Banff, and Kincardineshire As- 
sociation ; Mr. and Mrs. Eustace Pillans; delegates 
of the Combined Eastern and Western Fruit Growers 
Congress; Mr. A. Ohlsson, sen.; Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ; Captain Parow, 
Western Province Agricultural Society ; students of 
Elsenberg College ; Dr. and Mrs. Peare ; Commissioner 


and Staff of the Public Works Department ; Central 


Association of the Farmers’ Congress ; the Mayor and 
Corporation of the City of Cape Town : the Mayor and 
Councillors of Maitland Municipality ; members of the 
Maitland School Committee ; Mr. Marshal and family, 
East London ; Mr.and Mrs. A. Cohen ; Mrs. E. Mellish 
and Family; Mr. and Mrs. John McGregor ; Mr. 
Thomas H. Pegram; Mr. Harold Hinds: Mr. Joseph 
Clarke ; Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Green ; Messrs Cooper 
and Nephews, East London ; Dr. and Mrs. Robinson : 
Mr. and Mrs. Self ; Mr. and Mrs. James fray, Ceres ; 
Mr. Crowhurst ; Mr. Thompson. —( ‘ape Times. 


MEDICAL AND DENTAL PRACTICE BY 
COMPANIES. 


The Select Committee of the House of Lords which 
has been appointed to inquire into the Prohibition of 
Medical Practice by Companies Bill and the Dental Com- 
panies (Restriction of Practice) Bill opened the hearing 
of evidence on 3rd inst. Lord Hylton presided, In sup- 
port of the first Bill Dr. Donald Macalister, President of 
the (ieneral Medical Council, and Mr. C. S. Tomes, 
P.RCS. and L.D.S., a Crown member of the Council, 
were heard. Their case was that joint stock companies 
should be prohibited from medical practice, because it 
was an abuse of the Medical Act of 1858. The whole 
idea of corporate qualification was absurd. It had 
been held by the House of Lords that the word “ person ” 
did not include a company where the context showed 
that personal qualifications were necessary, and there- 
fore a joint stock company could not be proceeded 
against, although it used a false and misleading title 
which led ignorant people to imagine that they were con- 
sulting duly qualified medical practitioners. The wit- 
nesses cited cases which had actually occurred in recent 
years to show that the evils they complained of were not 
imaginary or slight. 

Lord KNutsrorp asked Mr. Tomes whether the Medical 
Council would not be satisfied ifa short Act were passed, 
saying that the word “person” in the Act of 1858 
should inciude companies. The witness replied that 
they would much prefer the provisions in the Bill, which 
had been carefully corsidered, and they sid there was 
no legitimate varson d’étre for companies carrying on 
medical practice. Dr. Donald Macalister stated of his 
own knowledge, as president of the Medical Council, 
that on several occasions threats had been made by 
persons who had been struck off the roll for infamous 
conduct in a professional sense that they would at once 
take advantage of the Companies Acts and so continue 
their practice and use their titles in defiance of the 
Council. These threats had not in all cases materialised 
because it was at once pointed out to these persons 
that such action on their part would be a final bar to 
their names being ever restored to the roll. Both 
witnesses laid stress on the deception and injury prac- 
tised on the poorer classes in this matter, as was proved 
by the advertisements and circulars that poured into 
the medical Council requesting them to put a stop to 

e practices in qnestion. 
gy on behalf of the British Dental 
Association was given by the Chairman of its representa- 
tive board, Mr. W. Paterson ; by its late hon. secretary, 
Mr. W. H. Dolamore ; and by itssolicitor, Mr. A. C. C. 
Hayward. heir case was that the carrying on of 
dental practice by a company could fulfil no other 
useful purpose than the commercial rg he the company 
and would be detrimental to public interests. The 
supply of teeth and other dentists ae was 
already in the hands of commercial firms, and the forma- 
tion of companies for dental practice could do nothing 
to reduce the cost of dentistry except by the employ- 
ment of inferior materi: |s or workmanship, and if that 
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was a defensible practice it could be done as easily by 
individuals as by companies. 
Lord KnutsForp informed Mr. Dolamore that he did 
not see how his evidence affected the Bill because it 
was provided that in future company business could only 
be carried on by registered dentists. 
The witness said they would merely be the servants 
of unqualified persons. He had never heard of a duly 
ualified reputable person wishing to form a company. 
here was no object to be gained. The best men 
would not form a company ; the worst might wish to 
do so. It was always possible to form responsible 
partnerships. 
The Committee adjourned till Thursday, 6th inst. 


SWINE FEVER RESTRICTIONS IN 
YORKSHIRE. 


FarRMERS Discuss THEIR GRIEVANCES. 


A meeting of the Yorkshire Agricultural Union was 
held at Yorkon May 23rd, when Captain Spencer, General 
Inspector, and Mr. Hamersley, District Inspector of the 
Board of Agriculture, attended and explained the policy 
of the Board of Agriculture in reference to swine fever. 
Dr. J. Wright presided, among those present being Mr. E. 
Robinson, Mr. \W. Hutchinson, Mr. J. Thompson, 
Wetherby ; Mr. A. H. Kerr, Mr. C. Thompson, Escrick ; 
Mr. J. W. Ashton, Mr. T. Wright, and Mr. Jobn 
Newton. 

The Parliamentary Committee reported that they cor- 
dially approved of the Railway (Contracts) Bill, the 
object of which is to prohibit railway companies from 
contracting out of liability for damage to goods through 
the gross negligence of the companies’ servants. As re- 
gards the Lights on Vehicles Bill, the object of which 
is to require all vehicles on highways in England and 

. Wales to carry lights during darkness the Conmittee 
approve the Bill, subject to farmers carts and waggons 
being exempted during harvest operations. The report 
was adopted. 


THE Swine Fever 


Resolutions were submitted from the Sherburn, the 
Derwent, and Northallerton Agricultural Clubs, in refer- 
ence to the swine fever regulations. The last-mentioned 
club had adopted the suggestions made by Major Bower, 
Chief Constable of the North Riding, and reported at 
the last meeting of the County Council. The Derwent 
Club suggested that greater attention should be paid to 
the piggeries and the area be more restricted, while the 
Sherburn Club were of opinion : “ That strong represen- 
tation should be made by the York Union of Clubs to 
the Board of Agriculture that the swine fever restrictions 
should be removed in districts which are free from the 
disease, inasmuch as their retention almost always 
paralyses the pig trade, and many farmers are seriously 
and, as they think, unnecessarily affected thereby.” 

Mr. J. Thompson, one of the delegates to the Central 
Chamber, said that the view of the Cattle Diseases Com- 
mittee was that the only possible method of extirpating 
the disease was the immediate slaughter of all animals 
affected. 

Mr. Duggleby moved the adoption of the Sherburn 
Club’s resolution, remarking that the orders had most 
seriously affected the East Riding markets, Market 
Weighton and Sherburn were the only places where the 
markets were open to pigs, and here, on account of 
= restrictions, they had to keep the animals for 28 

ays. 
Captain Spencer, at the invitation of the Chairman, 
then addressed the meeting. Dealing with the reqnest 


he said the restriction originally enforced in each county 
led to an enormous reduction in the number of cases, 
but as soon as the Board softened and relaxed the re. 
strictions, and some of the counties were grouped—as jn 
the case of the East and West Ridings of Yorkshire— 
diseased pigs were exposed for sale, and the whole of the 
West Riding was flooded with swine fever. He knew 
of no order as Mr. Duggleby had suggested, practically 
closing the East Riding markets. There was a certain 
condition involving the detention of pigs for 28 days 
after leaving the market at which they had been exposed 
for sale, and that had had wonderfully good results, 
From January 1st to May 23rd last year, when the re- 
strictions did not exist, there were 77 outbreaks, whereas 


a similar period this year, with the condition men- 


tioned in force, there were only six. The condition 
simply enabled the inspectors to trace the pigs after they 
had been exposed in a market ; otherwise the markets 
—— open, and he knew of none which had been 
closed. 

Mr. Duggleby explained that the reference was to a 
portion of the East Riding, about 25 miles in length, 
and seven miles in width, on the border of the North 
Riding, from which pigs were formerly sent into the 
North Riding markets, which were just over the border. 
Pigs could not be sent into these markets from the East 
Riding at all. 

Captain Spencer said there must be a boundary some- 
where, and the same difficulty would arise with a wider 
boundary, whatever they made their limit. 

The Chairman said of opinion that the farmers felt 
the county boundary should not always be taken as a 
hard and fast line. 

Captain Spencer said that in the case of an outbreak 
in a place like Selby the Board would not think of the 
county boundary. They would select the best known 
boundary to surround Selby for so many miles. They 
found that in practice the Petty Sessional boundary was 
better than that of canals or railways. He promised to 
see that the resolution came hefore the Board of Agri- 
culture, who were quite alive to the fact that there was 
considerable hardship. The question, however, was 
whether it was best to suffer from a mild restriction or 
to have a severer dose and the markets closed entirely. 
Capt. Spencer proceeded to explain the process followed 
in dealing with an isolated outbreak, remarking that 
now not even the parish, only the farm or stye, was an 
infected area. The Orders of the Board provided that 
everything should be done to protect the public, and to 
confine the disease to a smal] area. They even went so 
far as to say that if a man went into a stye he should 
wash his hands in some disinfectant solution, and that 
he should dip his feet into carbolic water. “I am 
afraid,” he added parenthetically, “that if a man did as 
the Act provides he would probably have no soles to bis 
boots in a few days.” (Laughter.) It was rarely found 
that disease spread from an infected place, but he 
believed himself that rats and pigeons conveyed it. 
Dealing with the suggestions of Major Bower in his re- 
port to the County Council, Capt. Spencer, said that 
this was receiving the close attention of the Board of 
Agriculture, though many of the suggestions were 
already in operation. As regards the conditions of pig- 
geries, Capt. Spencer said there was no power under the 
Diseases of Animals Act to require pigstyes to be per- 
fectly sanitary, and it would be hard on a poor holder of 
a small allotment, on which he had a pigstye, to require 
him to have a trap-drain and cemented floor. He did 
not think auctioneers could be asked to do more thian 
they were already required to do. : 
The Chairman urged greater attention to the condi- 
tion of the styes. Swine-fever was very much like 
typhoid fever in human beings, and arose from uncleanly 
conditions. 


of the Sherburn Club for the removal of the restrictions, 
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The discussion was adjourned to the July meeting « 
the Chamber, in order that specific ‘seis of emis 
might be submitted to the Inspector in the meantime 
Capt. Spencer promised to attend the next meeting. , 

he resolution of the Pocklington Club was adopted 

ex pressing the opinion that the estimated prices (dead 
weight) given for cattle at auction sales are invariably 
too high, and that in the interests of consumers and 
farmers it is desirable that the actual live weight prices 
— be given when the cattle are weighed.— Yorkshire 
ost. 


Royal Institute of Public Health. 
The following gentlemen have been elected Members : 


ArtHurk JoHn Curtis, M.R.C.V.S., Shrewsbury. 
CHARLES GALLowAyY, M.R.C.V.S., Heathfield, Nnssex. 
GeorGE WILFRED Marcu Haypon, M.R.C.VS. 
Midsomer Norton. 
Major EuGene Larnper, A.V.C., M.R.C.V.S. 
Salisbury. 
James Lers, Manager, Tonbridge Water Company. 
ALEXANDER F.R.C.V.S., Nottingham. 
SypNEY WILLIAM PaGeE, Brondesbury, N.W. 
RicHARD Parng, F.R.C.V.S., Cape Town. 
Percy M.R.C.V.S,, 
St. Leonards-on-Sea. 
R. H. Vernon Wraaee, J.P., ex-Lord Mayor of York. 


As Associate :— 
Henry Davies, Manor Farm, Woking. 


James CantLiz, M.B., Hon. Secretary. 
June, 1907. 


INJURED ANIMALS ACT (i894) AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
MEMORANDUM. 

The Injured Animals Act, 1894 (57 & 58 Vict. ce. 22), 
provides for the merciful destruction of any horse, mule, 
or ass which the police finds so severely injured that it 
cannot, without great suffering, be led away. 

In a recent case the police found a heifer in a quarry 
by the roadside with its leg broken, and, after vainly 
endeavouring to find the owner, had the animal shot. 
The owner sued the constabulary in the county court 
and recovered £9 damages. 

This Bill proposes to extend the Act of 1894 so as to 
include a// domestic animals in such state of suffering. 


A BILL 
To AMEND THE INJURED ANIMALS AcT, 1894. 


WuerEAs Section 2 of the Injured Animals Act, 1894, 
only applies to “any horse, mule, or ass” : 

And whereas it is expedient that its provisions should 
be extended to include other animals : 

And whereas it is also expedient that more extended 
powers should be conferred on the police to order the 
destruction of fatally injured or diseased animals : 

Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and ¢ nsent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commous, in this 
present Parliament ania, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— 


1. The above-cited section of the Injured Animals 
Act, 1894, shall be repealed and in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing enactment shall have effect: If a police constable 
finds any animal so diseased or severely injured that it 
cannot without cruelty be removed, he shall, if the 
owner is absent or refuses to consent to the destruction 
of the animal, at once summon a duly registered veter- 


within a reasonable distance, and if it appears by the 


mete of such veterinary surgeon that the animal is 
— y or so severely injured or diseased that it is 
cruel to keep it alive, it shall be lawful for the police 
geen without the consent of the owner, to slaughter 
the animal or cause it to be slaughtered with such instru- 
or with such preeantions, and in 
such manner, as to inflict as little pain and sufferi : 
nd suffering as 
R. For the purposes of this Act the word “animal” 
shall be deemed to include any domestic animal, whether 
a quadruped or not. 

B. This Act shall be read as one with the principal 
Act, and this Act and the principal Act may be cited 
for all purposes as the Injured Animals Acts, 1894 to 


Contagious Diseases Act.—Parasitic Mange. 


At the Police Office, before Mr. R. F. Starkie, RLM. 
and R. Tilson, the Mineral Water Company Linited, 
Phenix Street and Crane Lane, were charged at the 
suit of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
County Borough of Cork, acting as the Local Anthority 
that they, being the owners of a horse which was affecte 
with parasitic mange, did unlawfully work the said 
animal on the public streets contrary to the restriction 
notice served on them under the provisions of the Con- 
tagious Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1903, and 
the orders made thereunder. , 

Mr. Barry C. Galvin, City Solicitor, appeared to prose- 
cite, and Mr. O'Riordan, solicitor, defended. 

Mr. Galvin said he appeared on behalf of the prose- 
cution, and the summons was brought against the de- 
fendants, who are the owners of a horse which was 
suffering from parasitic mange, and it charges them with 
having worked this horse on the 20th of April, after a 
notice had been served on them restraining them from 
so working the horse. The groundwork of the prosecu- 
tion was the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894. Section 22 
of the Act gives the Board of Agriculture power to 
make certain orders. Amongst other things, it gave 
them power to prohibit or prevent suspected animals, 
or animals suffering from parasitic mange, from being 
worked on the highways or elsewhere. That Act also 
provides for the appointment of a veterinary inspector, 
and in pursnance of that power, Mr. J. F. O’Mahony 
was appointed veterinary inspector for the City of Cork, 
and under the Act and orders his certif cate of disease 
is conclusive evidence in all courts of justice of all 
matters certified. Section 48 of the statute provides for 
the mode of service of notices on the owners of animals, 
and Section 49 enacts that the order made by the 
Board of Agriculture under Section 22, is to be read as 
if it were part of the statute itself, and Section 51 pro- 
vides for the penalty. In the year 1901 the Board of 
Agriculture made an order known as the Parasitic Mange 
(Ireland) Order — In the present instance, the certificate 
was signed by Mr. Mahony on the 16th April, stating 
that the animal was suffering from mange, and a notice 
was served on the proprietor. The notice was served 
on the 16th April, and evidence would be given that 
four days afterwards the horse was worked on the 
streets of Cork. ; 

Mr. Galvin then proceeded to hand in the certificate 
of Mr. Mahony, V.S., that the animal was suffering 
from mange. 

Mr. O’Riordan said in every case that had_ been 
sroved there, he had seen Mr. Mahony examined, and 
e was rather astonished that the process should be 
adopted now of putting in a certificate in this case, 

Mr. Galvin said to please Mr. O'Riordan, he would 
mut Mr. Mahony in the box, though it was not necessary 


inary surgeon, if any such veterivary surgeon resides | | 


for him to do so. 
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Mr. John F. Mahony, V.S., was then sworn, and said 
he was inspector under the Diseases of Animals Act, 
1894, for the Borough of Cork. On the date in the sum- 
mons, he saw a horse belonging to the defendant, 
which, in his opinion, was suffering from parasitic 
mange. He signed anotice, and served it on the defen- 
dant, and that notice had not since been withdrawn. 
After the 16th April, he himself saw the horse on the 
streets. 

In reply to Mr. O‘Riordan, witness said he saw the 
horse in Anglesea Street. He merely looked at the 
horse, and, in this case, by looking at the horse he 
could say that it was suffering from mange. It was a 
fact that, according to some of the best writers, it was 
necessary to have a scraping from the horse and put it 
under a microscope to discover whether it was suffering 
from mange. There was no necessity in this case, be 
cause the horse was under treatment when he saw it. 
The man told him that they were washing the horse 
with Jeyes’ fluid. As a veterinary surgeon, he would 
not prescribe Jeyes’ fluid for mange. When he saw it, 
it was suffering for a considerable time. When he went 
down to the yard, he saw Mr. Scanlan, the manager, 
who told him that the horse was suffering from warbles. 
He was informed afterwards that Mr. Scanlan sent the 
horse to a veterinary surgeon, and that that veterinary 
surgeon said that he had not parasitic mange at all. 

Mr. O’Riordan said Mr. Mahony’s duty, as inspector 
under the Local Authority, was to prevent the spread 
of this disease of mange, and the axthatier he got under 
the order was to puta horse or any animal suspected of 
mange in a place where it would be isolated, and in 
this case the horse was ordered to be put in a stable 
where there were three other horses, and, therefore, the 
order requiring isolation did not require isolation at all 
and was contradictory on the face of it. 

Mr. Galvin said isolation, as spoken of in the order, 
was as regards horses belonging to other persons. 

Mr Mahony, V.S., was then further cross-examined 
by Mr. O‘Riordan, and said he went down again on the 
following Monday, an¢ saw the horse in a fixed stall. 
There were three or four other stalls fixed along the 
place. The other horses would not take the mange 
unless they came in actual contact with the horse suffer- 
ing, or unless his harness was put on them. He was 
not aware that the harness of this horse bad been put 
on the others. Mr. Thompson, the local inspector of 
the Department, examired the horse unofficially, 
with him. 

Did you hear Mr. Scanlan asking him, in your pre- 
ence, if the horse was suffering from mange ?—I did. 

And did you hear the answer !—I heard him telling 
Mr. Scanlan not to be letting his head against that— 
pointing to the wall. 

What I put to you is this: In fair P ay and justice to 
a soanaele firm in the City of Cork, when you heard 
the veterinary surgeon had examined the animal, why 
did not you make a proper examination, and get the 
skin scraped ?—It would be impossible in this case. 

Mr. Starkie: Mr. O’Riordan what do you expect the 
magistrates to do? 

Mr. O’Riordan: I expect your worships to come to 


Mr. O’Riordan said his client wrote to the Depart- 
ment asking them to send down an Inspector, and the 
Department refused to intervene. 

Mr. Starkie: I presume you have evidence that the 
horse was not suffering frm parasitic mange. 

Mr. O’Riordan said yes. He would prove it beyond 
all doubt. 

Mr. Starkie: We would be acting contrary to the 
decided case of Leonard and Richards. I admit that 
= prccedure admits of an act of injustice, but I cannot 
elp it. 

Mr. Galvin said it was not right that a public officer 

should be made a target for attack. Mr. O’Mahony had 
no other course open to him, and the remedy for the 
state of things Mr. O’Riordan complained of was pro- 
vided by the very Order under which the proceedings 
were brought. r. O'Mahony was the officer under the 
statute, which was in force all over the United King- 
dom. Mr. O’Mahony saw the horse and having satistied 
himself that it was suffering from mange he would be 
guilty of gross neglect of duty if he did not adopt the 
course he had. 
Mr. Starkie said he had already heard an immense 
mass of utterly irrelevant matters in this case with a 
view to treating the defendants fairly. but he was not 
em evidence which the law prohibited them from 
earing. 

Mr. O’Riordan said he thankfully acknowledged the 
magistrates’ fairness to his client, ~ § gave notice to a 
head constable that he was sending the horse out. 

Head Constable M‘Guinness said Mr. Seanlan sent 
word to Union Quay Barracks that he was goigg to take 
out the horse. 
Mr. Starkie said there was no course open to the 
magistrates but to convict. 
“ r. Galvin said the penalty was a fine not to exceed 
520. 
The magistrates then imposed a penalty of 10s. and 
costs. 
Mr. Tilson: I must say anything Mr. O’Mahony did 
was in accordance with his instructions in law.- 7'he 
Cork Constitution. 

(See p. 826.) 


Death from Anthrax. 


On Monday, May 27th, at the Royal Victoria Intirm- 
ary, Newcastle, the inquest was opened touching the 
death of John McAllister Robertson, 41, butcher, who 
lived in Seaton Terrace, Seaton Delaval, and who died at 
the institution cn Sunday. 

The evidence of Robert Wm. Robertson, deputy over- 
man, deceased brother, was to the effect that deceased 
worked as a butcher for the Co-operative Society, Seaton 
Delaval. His brother became ill on the 24th, and 
witness was told by deceased that he thought he was 
suffering from blood poisoning. He remembered, lie 
said, that a short while ago he was carrying a carcase on 
his shoulder, and he felt it rub off a pimple from his 
neck. Deceased was afterwards removed to the New- 
castle Infirmary, where he died. 

Dr. A. B. Jones, house surgeon at the institution, gave 


the conclusion that he has been treated with great hard-| evidence, and said that Robertson was admitted into 


ship in this case. 
Mr. Starkie: We have nothing to do with that. 


the Infirmary on May 24. Witness examined him, and 
noticed that he had a mark on his neck like a pustule, 


Mr. Tilson: Do you contend that the horse was not|and the left side of his face was swollen. Witness also 


suffering from mange. 

Mr. O’Riordan : Yes, I will be able to prove it beyond 
doubt. 

Mr. Starkie : We are precluded from accepting that as 
a defence. 

Mr. O’Riordan: Are we not entitled to give evidence 
and show that a mistake has been made. 

Mr. Starkie: You ask us to place the opinion of one 


found some blisters on the face, and came to the conclu- 
sion that the man was suffering from anthrax. 

The Deputy Coroner : Is this a very rare disease ! 
Witness: Yes. Witness added that another man 
named Short, a butcher, employed by the same firm, was 
adinitted at the same time suffering from the same com- 
plaint. This man told witness a very careful story. He 
said to witness that sixteen beasts were purchased in 


veterinary inspector against another. 


Newcastle market for the firm about a fortnight last 
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Tuesday. That night four of the animals w i 
the hunger house to be killed the next ec ay Vhen 
they (the men) went to the house they found one of the 
beasts doubled up and ill. They dragged it out, and 
Robertson “stuck” it with the knife and another man 
flayed it. They then cut it up, and “someone in 
authority” wanted them to sell it, but they refused. The 
man did not enforce the order, and the me t was taken 
to the Newcastle market, where it was passed for sale. 
Deputy Coroner (to witness): 1 think it would be 
uite safe to eat it if it was cooked. Is that not so 
Co 
itness: Yes. ntinuing, the doctor said th: 
Short told him that the beast previously did not Bs 
any symptoms. 
Deputy Coroner: I understand, doctor, that if this 


4 
4 


has been issued in regard to the “| 
controlled by the same company. “At this moment,” 
said the secretary of the company to a representative of 
The Daily Mail yesterday, “we have not the power 
to runa solitary omnibus. We are not earning a penny.” 


nsign” omnibuses, 


SECRETARY’s Groomy View. 

A gloomy view of the situation is taken by the Secre- 
tary of the London General Onnibus Company. In an 
interview he stated that motor-omnibuses would never 
be a commercial success until an omnibus is produced 
(that will ran noiselessly and cost less in working expen- 
ses “A motor-omnibus costs from £600 to £800,” he 
said, “and its life is about three and a half years. The 
working expenses are very heavy, and the repairs ran 
away witha very large sum. This, of course, means that 


anthrax attacks a beast it kills it in six hours. 

Dr. Jones: That is so. Anthrax was caused by in- 
sanitation, and the beast might have been attacked dur- 
ing the night, and killed the next morning withont the 
butchers being aware of the disease. 

The Deputy Coroner thought that when the butchers 
refused to sell the meat they must have known there 
was something wrong with the beast. 

The doctor mentioned that anthrax was contagious 
between man and beast, but there must have been a 
break in the skin. The time which the disease took to 
show varied, and in deceased’s case it had apparently 
taken a fortnight. 

The Deputy Coroner remarked that some serious state- 
ments had been made, and they had to make every effort 
to trace the origin of the anthrax. 

The Doctor: Mr. Clement Stephenson, veterinary sur- 
geon, is tracing all this out, and he is going to give us a 
full report of it. 

James C. Robertson, another brother of deceased’s, 
gave evidence, which showed that deceased told witness 
whilst in the Infirmary that he had never handled the 
beast. During the past few days, witness said, the abat- 
toir had been shut up, thoronghly fumigated, and the 
meat inside had been destroyed. 

The enquiry was then adjourned until June 7.— Shields 


Daily News. 


Motor Omnibuses. 


Motor-omnibus companies are face to face with a 
crisis. Hundreds of omnibuses which in the ordinary 
course of events would be earning money on the streets 
have been ordered into garage for “alterations.” 

There is a strong feeling that police supervision is be- 
ing pushed to extremes. A few instances were related 
toa Daily Mail representative by the secretary of one of 
the motor-omnibus companies. 

“T will take the case of an omnibus we repaired and 
sent up for inspection,” he said. “The first complaint 
was that the top rail was half an inch too low, We 
remedied this and sent the omnibus up again. The 
police then complained that the off-side seats were not 
sufficiently forward by two inches. Even this was 


remedied. 


“A third time the vehicle was despatched for inspec- | 


tion. Then objection was taken to the back seat. It 
was constructed to carry three persons. The police 
ordered that it should be shortened and made into an 
ordinary seat for two persons. That was done to the 
satisfaction of the authorities. Judge of our surprise, 
therefore, when after making all these alterations we 
were told the omnibus would not be passed as it was too 
a Such are the difficulties we have to contend 
wit 
The police officials have stopped the entire service of 
the London Standard Motor-Omnibus Company. 
the omnibuses have been ordered back to the garage on 
the ground that they are too noisy. A similar decree 


]| 21 pe 


a lot of money has to be taken before we can even clear 
| expenses.” 
| On the other hand, the Vanguard Company is most 
| optimistic. An official of the company said, however, 
that the strictures of the police were very severe, and as 
illustrating this remarked that whereas three months ago 
the company had 250 cars on the road, at the present 
time they have only 185 running. ‘The remaining sixty- 
live were in garage undergoing alterations. Still, by 
conforming to the police regulations it was hoped the 
business would continue to be a highly profitable one. 
The manager of the London Power Omuibus Company 
is of the same opinion. 

In other quarters it is felt that until the fares have 
been revised there will never be commercial prosperity. 


Daily Mail. 


Tuberculous Milk. 


In his report to the Manchester Hospitals Sub-Com- 
mittee on the working of the Manchester mil clauses, 
the veterinary surgeon mentions an incident of some 
interest. A sample of milk taken outside the city, but 
presumably intended for the use of Manchester families, 
was found to contain tubercle bacilli. When he went 
to the farm from which it had come, the farmer at first 
refused to allow him to examine the cows, saying that 
he had an agreement with the milk dealer that none of 
his milk should be sold in Manchester, and the dealer 
admitted this understanding. One of the cows had 
marked tuberculosis of the udder, probably of some 
months’ duration. The local authorities are giving the 
case their attention. The incident shows that the 
farmers, at any rate some of them, do not like the 
Manchester scrutiny of the milk, but the compact with 
the dealer and its occasional violation also show “the 
necessity for increased stringency in the protection of 
our milk supplies.”—The Lancet. 


Liverpool and the Meat Trade. 


Mr. Walter Holland, Chairman of the Animal and 
Meat Trades Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Com- 
merce, at the annual meeting gave an interesting review 
of the trade in Liverpool. The trades of the port were 
in a satisfactory condition. In 1906, as compared with 
1905, there was a falling off in Liverpool of 6,000 head 
of cattle, the figures being 276,825 and 270,853 and 
in sheep of 80,000, the numbers being 160,105 and 
94,948. Thisdiminution in the number of sheep was 


due to the inerease in the number of carcases of frozen 
from Australia 


mutton and lamb imperted, especially 

and New Zealand, almost altogether into London. In 

London the quantity of meat delivered at the Central 

Market during 1906 was 79 per cent. of foreign, against 

rcent. of British meat. Of the total quantity of 

d mutton imported into the United Kingdom, 
and Great 


beef an ed int 
foreign countries supplied 37) per cent. 
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Britain 624 per cent., whereas ten years ago the supply 
was 32 per cent. of foreign against 68 percent, of home 
meat, showing a gradual increase of foreign imports of 
3 percent. per annum. The consumption of meat in 
the United Kingdom was 92lb per head of the popula- 
tion for 1906, reckoning the population at 42,000,000. 
These figures showed an increase of 2lb per head over 
the consumption in 1905. Mr. Holland believed that 
this was an indication of the prosperity of the country. 
By removing the restrictions on Canadian cattle good 
would be done tothe trade of the country and of the 
port. Mr. J. A. Brewster (Messrs. Poels, Brewster and 
Duckham) who seconded the adoption of the report, 
hoped that Argentine cattle would sen be declared 
free from disease, and the ports of the United Kingdom 
opened for their importation.-—./. 7’. .7. 


Annual*Sports R.V.C. London. 


The annual athletic sports of the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town, London, will be held at Wemb- 
ley Paddocks, on Saturday, June 22nd, at 2.30. Free 
admission will be granted to all members of the pro- 
fession, relatives, and personal friends of the students. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 11. 


IMPERIAL YEOMANRY (Montgomeryshire). —E. A. 
Saxton, gent., to be Vet.-Lieut. 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 


Sir,—Will you allow me, through the columns of 
The Veterinary Record to thank the members of the 
rofession for the confidence they have replaced in me. 
hope during my further term of cftice to show how 
highly I appreciate the honour done me. I shall not 
cease to do my utmost to forward the interests of the 
profession.—I am, etc., 
A. E. Metra. 

Royal Veterinary College of [reland, 

June 8th. 


Sir,-—May I ask the favour of the publication in your 

per of the expression of my thanks to those gentlemen 
who did me the great honour of voting for me in the 
recent election for Members of the Council. I[ appre- 
ciate the honour and shall do all in my power to be 
worthy of their confidence.—-Yours faithfully, 

WaLTer Burt. 
1 and 2 Edward Street, Brighton, 
June 7th. 


Mr. Samuet WuaramM, of Leeds, wishes to thank 
those gentlemen who kindly voted for him at the recent 


election of Council. 


Obituary. 


W. Pau, J.P., F.R.C.V.S., Curragh, Kildare. 
Graduated, Edin: April, 1863. 


Mr. Pallin died at Maddox Street, Mayfair, London, 
on the 9th inst., from epilepsy. His age was 63. 


ALFRED Wm. MippLeHuRsT, M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 
New Edin: Dec., 1885. 


Mr. Middlehurst died on the 10th inst., at the age of 50. 


THE POWERS OF VETERINARY INSPECTOR. 
Sir, 

I enclose newspaper report on a prosecution with refer. 
ence to parasitic mange. 

The chief point of interest is with reference to the powers 
vested in veterinary inspectors and the conclusive nature of 
their evidence. I am informed that the procedure is simi- 
lar in all parts of Great Britain, but the equity of the mat- 
ter is a subject that demands the consideration of practi- 
tioners. 

I wish briefly to supplement the newspaper report with 
the following facts :— 

The horse in question was carefully examined by two 
independent veterinary surgeons on April 13, 1907, viz,, by 
Mr. G. Phelan, M.R.C.V.S., and by myself. We certified 
that the animal was not suffering from parasitic mange. 

For some months this horse suffered from intermittent 
attacks of irritability of the skin, especially under the har- 
ness, and the owner had applied a solution of Jeyes’ Fluid. 
By an error, too strong solutions were applied, with the 
result that some parts of the skin were denuded of hair. 
After the order had been served on the owner, no applica- 
tion whatever was applied to the animal, no treatment 
was adopted, he was worked regularly, and no isolation 
was carried out. 

After the summons was served we examined the horse 
again and found him perfectly healthy, and no disease 
among the other horses in the stable The alleged offence 
occurred April 13, the summons was served in June. 
When the case was tried, the magistrates refused to hear 
any evidence of a technical character for the defence, as 


-| according to the Act it would be illegal to do so. 


The owner of the horse wrote to the Department in 
April, asking that an independant inspector be sent down 
to examine the horse, but this they declined to do. 

The magistrates admitted that the terms of the Act in 
precluding evidence for the defence were a marked injustice, 
and I think most practitioners will agree with them. 

The inspector, in his evidence, stated that the horse was 
suffering from sarcoptic mange for a long period, but ad- 
mitted that he had never heard of a spontaneous cure of 
this affection. 

If the diagnosis of sarcoptic mange can be made by simply 
looking at the horse and feeling the skin, then indeed the 
veterinary inspector must be endowed with extraordinary 
diagnostic powers. 

In this case none of the ordinary appearances of sarcoptic 
mange were present, and surely if, as was admitted, the 
case was one of old standing, we should expect some of the 
usual alterations in the skin to be evident, 

As the law at present is interpreted, an inspector is free 
to give any opinion he likes, he can keep a horse in the 
stable for any period he wishes, the owner has no redress 
or right of appeal and must submit to the whims of the 
inspector or pay heavy fines. The inspector need not 
appearin court when the summons is called, all that is 
necessary is to produce his certificate and for the policeman 
to prove service of the restriction order. No amount 
of professional evidence will be of any avail for the 
defence, in fact, the witnesses cannot be called. The Law 
evidently believes that inspectors are infallible and can do 
no wrong.—Yours, etc., 


Cork, June 8. E. Hoare, F.R.C.Y.S. 


(See p. 823). 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED—Prof. Mettam, 
Lieut. H. G. Allen, Messrs.W. Burt, G. Upton, 8. Wharam, 
E.W.Hoare. F.E.P. 

Annual Report Army Vety. Service to March 31st, 1906. 
The Cork Constitution, The Carlisle Journal. 


Cammentestions for the Editors to be addressed 20 Fulham 


Road, S.W. 
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